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PREFACE. 


oth E 4 x was not the love of Controverſy, or 


a conceit of my own particular ability, 


fend; to TY delivered i in the neig bbourbood of thoſe 
I ſerve in the Goſpel; and Divine Providence, by vi- 


| ſiting me with bodily 1 incapacity for other ſervice and 
7 PIE which might have taken up my time, 
having given me leiſure and opportunity; and at the 


ſame time graciouſly continued the uſe of the facul- 


ties of my mind; I have been moved to the ſollouw- 
ing publication with theſe views z To give a che to 
what I count erroneous, leſt, no nice be taken thereof, 
Error might ſeem to triumph over Truth: To eſta- 
bliſn my own people, and others alſo of the ſame ſen- . 
timents, with whom I have ſome connection, to whoſe 
hands that diſcourſe may have come: To convince, if 
it may be, my. erring brethren, or ſome of them, 
that their peculiar notions are not found ed on Scrip- 
ture, but on the miſunderſtanding thereof: And by 
an open and juſt repreſentation of what I believe to be 


ie Truth, to endeayour to beget in them a better 
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* 3 which engaged me in it, I have not 
= 5 had any inclination to appear in this . 
M * public manner; but the diſcourſe re- 
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EY more kind opinion of thoſe wine hold the fuk, 
than what they ſeem commonly to entertain, 


No perſon can juſtly find fault with my nx 1 
tice of the miſunderſtanding and miſapplying of holy 


S cripture; the great reverence due from us all to the 


divine Revelation, Juſtifics a an 3 to reſcue it from Wt 
ſuch . g 


9 think, in my oppoſing what I take to be Sie, : 
1 have avoided any extreme on the other hand, which 
Perhaps ſome in contending for Truth may have fal- 


len into: and 1 hope I have ſo handled the points In - : 
debate, as not to diſcourage the warmeſt oppefer from 


looking into the work, and W enen to the 


- "_—— 


OS hae been long inclined t to think, that when 8 

= charitable cenſures, bitter provoking reflections, ſevere : 
invefiives, or the like, are introduced in the manage- | 
ment of religious controverſies ; though the perſon 


uling /ucb a method ſhould be on the fide of Tub, 
the true Spirit of the Goſpel, Charity, Brotherly Com- 


pPoaſſion, Humility, Meekneſs, and the like, ſuffers : 
more damage than the Truth contended for « can re- 


7] ceive e advantage. SHS 


: 1 is ſome concern to me that many of i I 

5 eſteem the pureſt Churches, as to the vi/ible form and 
conſtitulion, who are gathered together and embodied 
according to the primitive practice, by preaching ibe 
word, by the profeſſion of faith, and by baptiſm; that 


they, I ſay, ſhould zealouſly eſpouſe the Errors I 


plead againſt. I hope what I have done herein will 
by . — 


3 


not be any means of widening the breach occaſlned 


by our differing apprehenſions. ad 


For my own part, I charitably rude! that ſincere 


Piety will ſecure a perſon involved in ſpeculative Er- 
vor, as to his greateſt Intereſt; yet Truth is certainly 
the moſt amiable, conſiſtent and comfortable, and pre- 
ſerves the mind from thoſe doubts and perplexities 
which miſtaken notions oftentimes occaſion: and what 
deſerves our further notice is, that 7h9ygh good men 
are by their Piety thus ſecured, yet thoſe who 
have not this guard are in very great danger of ſuf= 
fering in their higheſt intereſt, by TREE. Error, 5 


1 and the bad Coalequentes thereof. 


5 have doubtleſs need to belpeak the Caitddity of 0 
my Readers to overlook the imperfections or defects in 
my performance; and particularly to apologize for 
my prolixity, being ſenſible that a more conciſe me- 
thod would be more agreeable to the polile; I have 
to ſay, that I indulged my own. manner for the ſake 
of common capacities, who will always be the majority | 
1 among men, and I ſuppoſe of my readers too: men 
= common do not ſo ealily take i in the ſenſe and force 


of an argument contained in few words; they muſt, 


as Calvin ſomewhere ſays, have their ears beat with . 
the doctrine: perſons of large capacity, and quick 


apprehenſion, may more ealtly ſtoop to what ſuits 


the common people than the common | Prouſt. can 


reach their height. 5 


11 Thive endeavoured to write ſo as to be underſtood, 
and if I am underſtood to the advantage of my read- 
* I haye my chief endl, 
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As the proper uſe and deſign. of ſpeech, i is to be un- 


dererſtood, I heartily recommend to all my, Brethren 


in the Miniſtry to labour after the plaineſt manner of 
delivery, ſuited to the bulk of their hearers; and the 
frequent uſe of Scripture language, and quotations from 
thence, rightly underſtood and pertinently applied. 


This is the way to profit them, to engage them to 


read the Scriptures, and to tefreſn and quicken thoſe 


who are acquainted with thoſe holy writings. Some 


of my Brethren need not this advice, they will ex- 


cuſe my giving it; others may need it, and I wiſn : 


they may take it and proceed accordingly. 


1 reſign and 2 up this my eee in ithe _ 


following pages, ſuch as it is, the work of old age, 


| to the view of the world, and the churches, as a teſti- 4 
mony of t be truth which 1 really believe to be abun- 


| dantly taught in tbe word of. GOD. May the bleſſ⸗ 5 
ing of GOD attend che ſerious peroſal « of It. -S 
_” 5 55 


| The Reader's friend and fervant | 


an in the Goſpel of Chun, 


. H. 


eee eee 


DEUTERONOMY XXI. 3. 
Er the Lo R.D's portion is bis ppl: Jus is 


| the ket of his inveritance. 


1 


HE Author begins with obſerving, © that te 

0-7 chapter, of which his text is a part, con= TR 

\ © tains things of the greateſt importance; both | 

| 5 with reſpect to the honour of GOD, and 
© the comfort, eſtabliſhment, and ſalvation of 

——- That it contains ſome of the 


ers 
bis church and people. 


« greateſt, and moſt memorable acts of GOD towards his 

church and people, under the former diſpenſation ; and 
bow the ſame power, grace, and love, are ſtill engaged 

© and employed for the protection, deliverance, and hap- 

© pineſs of the church of GOD, to the end of the world, 

Written for the encouragement and comfort of the 

: 8 trying diſpenſations.—— 
It appears to me, that this is not altogether 2 account 

bol this Chapter, which ſets forth indeed in an elegant man- 
ner, the great power and goodneſs of GOD towards his 


; © LORD's people in dark an 


then choſen people, the ſeed of Jacob; but, at the ſame 


time, allo, foretels their ingratitude and diſobedience, and 
the ſore diſpleaſure of GOD againſt them, on the account of 
their fins: ſo this Song was to be a witneſs for the LORD 
- againſt the children of Iſrael, as it is expreſſed in ver. 19 
of the former chapter: and the proper uſe of this portion 


of Sqripture, to the profeſſed people of GOD, in our day's 
, by way of caution, and — rather than dir f 
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ly, by way of comfort in the aſſurance of the divine favour 
And protection; and thus the Ape: makes uſe of the diſ- 
obedience of this ſame people, and their puniſhotnts from 
the hand of GOD, 1 Cor. x. 6, 11. ſaying, Theſe things 
were our examples, to the intent we ſhould not Iuft after evil 
things, as they alſo luſted; and they are written for our admo- 
nition: ſo that the Author overlooks the main matter and 
principal inſtruction of this Song, g. 
Alſo, it appears to me that sl tert is no juſt foun- 
dation of the chief point laboured at in his diſccurſe; for 
bew doth it follow, from the LO R:D's partion being hu 
pPiropli: und Facbb the lot of Wis inheritance, (who, notwith- 
fſtanding, rebelled againſt him, and were abhorred by him) 
I fay, how doth it follow from hence, that GOD hath 
_ Choſen a certain number of the fallen race of Adam, accord- 
ing to his #er#al purpoſe, for whom only Chrift did; © not one 
©* ſoul of which can ever be loſt, or periſh eternally ?* Or 
5 dr ee is there between the Text and ſuch Doe- 
It is with no pleaſure that I make theſe obſervations; it 
is a real grief to me, that ſuch a public occaſion is given for 
them, which I lay hold of, with this particular view, to 


 adviſe(ifI am in any meaſure worthy): my breabren in be 


miniſtry, to be extremely careful in their handling the 


: word of GO D; to obſerve well, of what, on what ac&- 


count, to what purpoſe, or in what meaning, ſuch words 


-— * wy Scripture are ſpoken, or tecorded, which, at any 
h 


ey make uſe of; and all who. read the werd of | 
GOD, of quirnd the profelled_miniſiry. ol, it»,0ught.to.vſe 
| vp care, to take in, as much as poſbble, the real purpols 


— 


. 

1 hope, by all perſons of candour and ingenuity in their 
ruſal of it. V „ 
The author ſpeaks juſtly of the © ſolemn and magnificent 
manner in which the Chapter is introduced; but according 
to his principles, if I am not miſtaken, they, to whom the 
good * things ſpeken of, are intended, arc ſecured by the ab- 
ſolute will of GOD, from © witerly diſregarding and reject» 
< ing” the ſame; and as for others, who have no poſſible 

| Intereſt in theſe good things, nor any power to attend to 


them, how can this ſolemn manner of addreſs © leave thm IR 
© inexcuſable,”, on their © utterly diſregarding and rejefting x 


I object nothing to the explication given of the heavens 


and the earth, in the firſt verſe; but, that by degrine, in 


the ſecond verſe, we ſhould © under/iand the doftrine of the 
© goſpel, &c. doth not appear to me; becauſe Moſes plain- 
| ly ſpeaks of GOD's peculiar favours to his people 1/rael ; 
of their ingratitude to, and departing from him; and of the 

_ evils which he would bring upon them, becauſe of their ſo 
great provocations: all which is verified in the ſcripture-hiſ= 


dory of this people. Neither, upon the ſame account, can it 


be reaſonable to underſtand the * words of Moſes as a pro- 


7 — phecy of the times of CHRIST and his apoſtles? It is. | 
due, there are three paſſages in this Song, cited in the New | 
Teſtament, adapted to the then ſtate of things, or the duty 


of a Chriſtian : but I queſtion whether this ſhould lead us 


do interpret this doctrine of ' {ſes to be goſpel doctrine, 
fince it evidently relates to other things, as before obſerved: 


nevertheleſs, the comparing the goſpel to rain, ingeniouſly 
_ purſued in ſeveral particulars, ſeems j 
pertinently brought in, may be uſeful. _ _ a 
e Huber juſtly obſerves, that the third verſe contains 
2 a reaſon why the doctrine delivered by: Moſes, muſt be 
| © attended to; becauſe, (faith he) I will publiſh the name 
© of the LORD, the attributes of the LORD: but that 


uſt, . and, if very Ne + 


» the LORD JESUS CHRIST ſhould be referred to 5 n | | | 


iin the next words, and in the deſcription-of GOD in 


| © the fourth verſe,” for my part, I do not ſee; but rather | 


| think, that GOD, who made himſelf known to Abraham, 


- by the name of GOD ALMIGHTY, and who vouch- 


ſafed to call himſelf the GOD of Abraham, the GOD of 
Iſaac, and the GOD of Jacob, and who made himſelf 


known to Moſes by the name JEHOYAH, is here 
intended, _ | 8 N | . 


On theſe words in the Gfth verſe, They have corrupted 
 themfelugs, their ſpot is net the ſpot of his children ; the 
1 . B 1 author i 


* 
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b ſays, © that the enemies of CHRIST are here de- 
_ © ſcribed, and the Jews in the time of CHRIST, ſeem to 
379 principally pointed at in them.“ This ſenſe is quite 


foreign to the whole context, and therefore not to be ad- 


mitted; and all that he afterwards lays, about the Scribes 


and Phariſees, their wickedneſs and enmity to CHRIST, 
though very true, cannot be fuppoſed here to be ſpoken of, 
but by an unwarrantable ſtretch of imagination, The ene- 
mies of GOD, indeed, are here deſcribed, but they are 


no other than the ſame people whom the LORD had 
talen and brought forth out of the iron furnace, even out of 
Egypt, to be to him a people of inheritance, Deut. iv, 20. 

Who, by their walking contrary to him, became fo, and 
were treated by him as ſuch; they having fo corrupted. 


themſelves, that their ſpot was not the ſpot of his (genuine) 
children. This ſenſe is evident by the next words, they are 
a perverſe and crooked generation, and by the cutting interro- 


gations in the ſixth verſe, Do ye thus requite the LORD, 
O fooliſh people and unwiſe? is not he thy Father that hath „ 

| bought thee? hath he not made thee, and eſtabliſhed thee? 

made them, and eſtabliſhed them as a nation, made them 

© preat and honourable, and eftabliſhed their name in the 

| © earth.” Herely, and by G O D's giving them /aws and 

| ſetting up his worſhip among them, they were owned by 
bim for his peculiar people: "GOD did not deal fo by any _ 
other nation, and this made their ſins the more heinous and 
provoking. Amos iii. 2. And that they might be convinced 

Ihereoſ, they are called upon to remember the days of old, to 

 eonfider the years of many generations; and if they could be 
ignorant, to aſk every one his father, «who would ſhew them, 

:. --.." and {Der elders, and thy would tell them: for it was with 
great certainty known to them what wonders GOD had 
wrought for the children of //rarl, according to the promiſe 

he made to Abraham his friend, renewed to Iſaac, and to 


Facob, of bleſſing and multiplying them, which he accord- 


_ ingly did, eſpecially in the land of Egypt, from the bondage 

whereof he delivered them, with a high hand, and an out- > 
ſtretched arm: ſome of which wonders many of that preſent 
time were eye-witneſles of, and of which the ſucceeding ge- 

nerations had a ſufficient evidence, not only by tradition, 


but eſpecially by the ſacred hiſtory. But how can this ſay- 
ing, Remember the days of old, be juſtly thought to mean 


the | days and (years that ran out . the incarnation of 


C HEIST? 
On verſe the eighth, 2 the moſt High divided to the : 
nation their inheritance: hat part, lot, and portion « n b 


” 4 3 9 
* 
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1 
© ry one ſhould enjoy in the earth,” ſays the Author. Very 


well: when he ſeparated the ſon: of Adam: ſays he, the 
elect from the non-elect, which he did in his eternal pur- 


© poſe 
_ ele, a fond conceit The truth whereof he ſeems not quite 


fatisfied with himſelf, by adding (what ſeems to be the na- 
tural and juſt interpretation) * or, in a providential way, 
« dividing to the poſterity of Adam their portion, and place 
© of abode in the earth. H ſet the bounds 9 the people ac- 
cording to the number of the children of Iſrael. * GOD, fays 
-for Faceb's 1 
-for his 


. provided the land of Canaan, 
| © teral ſeed, —ſo, the heavenly inheritance 
© ſpiritual ſeed, called the election of grace. Very right: 


TI only add, to prevent a miſtake, what appears evident in 
the New Teſtament, that the ſpiritual ſeed of Abrabam, they 
_ who are of faith, are the election of grace; * it is of faith, * 


« that it might be by grace. Rom. iv. 16. 


Thus I have attended the Author to his "Text, which, _ 
| though not a juſt foundation for much of the enſuing — 


trine, as I have already noted, yet if the doctrine be 


really true, may be the better excuſed; but, as I Conceive = 4 


f it is not ſo, I ſhall give my reaſons as proceed. 


The Author, in W and 1 Ong his ſubject, pro- 


| poſes to conlider, 


8 ak « Wo the LORD people are, that are here called = 


His portion,” 


II. What their being his portion intends and jnchades,* £ 
BY © What a portion theſe are to the LORD; wa 


that both on his account, and on theirs,” 


By He 10 76, I; am to conſider whe the LORD's SR A 


8 Indeed the whole 
© earth is the LORD's,——PAal. + 10, 12. And yet 


— 1 amongſt all theſe G OD claims but his lot od portion, 
| * according to the tenor of the covenant of grace, Rom, 
© ix, 27. Though the number of the 1 4 Ifrael be a 
© MM ſaved. And \ 1 
Chap. xi. 5. Even ſo then at this preſent time 40. there it 5 
© a remnant according to the election 0 grace. Theſe are the 
_ © LORD's portion, and theſe tha be his in the day when 


© are, hs are here called his portion— 


© the ſand of the ſea, yet a mo only /hall 


© he makes up his jewels.” 
l obſerve, that the LORD's 3 who, in his Text, 


are called his portion, were the children of Faceb, or Iſrael, 
whom the LORD ſingled out, or choſe to be a ſpecial peo- 


4 2 n. above all wi that were upon the face of the 


earth. : 


According to his notion of the elect and non- 
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earth. Deut. vii. 6. Not for their righteouſneſs or numbers, 
but becauſe he loved their fathers, and becauſe he would keep 
the oath which he had fworn unto them. Deut. ix. 5, 6, vii. 
7. iv. 37. vii. 5. whom he promiſed upon their obedience, 
to bleſs, in a ſingular, viſible manner; and whom he 
 threatned on their diſobedience, to curſe or puniſh in a ſignal, 
extraordinary manner, as we read at large in the book of 


1 8 Deuteronomy ; ; and which word, both of FRO and threat- 


nings, GOD did fulfil accordingly. 150 | 
Now this can hold forth only in a type, as the Author 
obletuer, page 12, who are GOD's people in a goſpel 
ſenſe, and what are their beings : but we are expreſsly 
told in the ſcriptures of the New Teſtament, that they 
who believe in CHRIST, are his choſen and peculiar pro- 
Ple. 1 Pet. ii. 9. But ye, (you which believe, ver. 7.) are a 
choſen generation, a royal prieſthood, a peculiar people : and 
ſuch perſons improving their privileges, adding to their 
faith, virtue, &c. make their election ſure, and will be the 


| | | _ LORD's portion, or his, in the day when he makes up his 


Jewels, And the reaſon why only a remnant of the natural 
| obildren of Jfrael were ſaved (put into the ſtate or way of 


| ſalvation) was, becauſe they /fumbled at CHRIST, re- 


 jedted him, ſought righteouſneſs, or a juſtified, accepted ſtate, 
by the works of "the lato, by their own righteouſneſs, and not 


by /aith in CHRIST; fo the purpoſe of G O D, according 


to election, which Panda, not of works, but of him that call. 
eib, did not include them; they were rejected, not by the 
| deerda bf GOD, perſonally oye idered, but becauſe of their 


5 unbuliefe Rom. xi. 20. 


The Author's more particular deſeripionof the LORD's LL 


people and portion is, 


'L6Þ hey are thoſe hier he hath fon 5 in his eter- 
nl purpoſe, for himſelf, for his own peculiar uſe and glo- 
ry; as in Pſal. iv. 3. But know, ſays the Pſalmiſt, that 
the LORD hath ſet apart him that ts godly for bimſelf. 
Not that we are to ſuppoſe (as ſome do) that GOD, by 
his foreknowledge, ſaw from eternity who would-be holy 
in time; and for the fake of this their holineſs choſe them 
to be his people; no, ſuch a ſenſe of the text would not 
only contradict the tenor of ſcripture, but entirely deſtroy 
the free grace of GOD in the ſalvation of ſinners, and 
lay the whole ſtreſs of their happineſs on the footing of 
their own works. GO D's ſetting apart his people, in 
his eternal purpoſe, decree, &c. is the cauſe, ground, 
and foundation of their — and their holineſs 2 
W fruit 


GA 6 2 2 * * 


8 K 
fruit and effect of it. Eph. i. 4. According as he hath chef. 
en us in hin, that we ſhould be holy, and without blame be- 

© fore him in lave. Now, this act of G OD the father, 

<5n _ apart his people for himſelf, is called his eter 


purpoſe 
children, according to the good pleaſure of his will. Eph. 1. 


© 5. 80 that this privilege ' ariſes, not from the will ang 
© goodneſs of man in time, but from the ſovereign will and ; 


« pleaſure of GOD in eternity,” 


I defire it may be obſerved by every one, and impreſſed 


on the mind, as an undoubted, ſelf-evident truth, to the 
glory of the biefſed GOD, that every good enjoyed, ot 


that can be enjoyed by the creature, ariſes from the Love 
and Goodn'ſs of G OD; all 84 0 and every degree of 
iving exiſtence hath, or 


comfort and happineſs that every 


poſſibly can have, flows originally, and W from that ne- 
ver-enough to be admired, and inexhauſtible fountain. 
60 D piveth to all life, and breath, and all things, It is 
the diſcovery that GO D makes of himfelf, of his power, 
| of his wiſdom, and of his love, by his works of creation, 
and providence, and by his word, eſpecially the goſpel, 
wherein is exhibited to the view of men that amazing, il- 
lluſtriouſly glorious diſpenfation, which, according to the god 
peleaſure of his will, he hath eſtabliſhed in or by his beloved 
| Son, I fay, it is the diſcovery that GO D makes of him 
ſelf unto men, which leads them unto him; and by the ex- 
eerciſe of that capacity which they have, and which is his free 
gift to them; and by ſuch internal influences as he ſees 


| needful and fit to beſtow; it is by theſe means and powers, 


which are all of them his own tree, unmerited donations, 
that the principles of Godlineſs are produced in the mind, 
viz. the knowledge of GOD, faith in, love to, and re- 
verence of his adorable majeſty, whereby the foul is pow- 
_ erfully engaged to defire and endeavour to pleaſe and honour 


him, by a willing conformity to his will, 


 __ Godlineſs, being evidently the work of GOD in man, 
in the way above expreſſed; the praiſe and value thereof is 
do be aſcribed to him, not to man, who receives all means 
and abilities "conducive thereto from the grver of all pater 
and gondnefs, But this, 1 think, is certain, that GOD 
_ doth and will approve his own work in his creature man, 


and is well-pleaſed' with thoſe that attend to, and duly uſe 


_ thoſe means and powers he freely beſtows: And yet that 
Godlineſs hath promiſe of the life that now is, and of that 
which i to come. 1 Tim. iv. 8. Or that the LORD hath 


ph. iii. 11.” And hence it is that the heirs of 
_ © happineſs are ſaid to be predeſtinated to the adiptian of 
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ſet apart him that- 1s godly for himſelf, proceeds from the 
rectitude and bounty of his bleſſed ſelf, and is infinitely be- 
yond what the moſt godly on the footing of their own 
works can claim, or be entitled to. There is no need to 
ſuppoſe, as the Author ſays ſome do, however I do not, 


faith and holineſs, that they might receive the bleſſings of 


1 2 


that GOD, by his foreknowledge, ſaw from eternity who 


would be holy in time, and for the ſake of this their holi- 
neſs choſe them to be his people: for not the will and 
© goodneſs of man in time, forcknown by G O D is eternity,” 
was the motive or cauſe of his purpoſing to purſue ſuch mea» 
ſures, as to ſend his SON to ſeek and fave loſt man; 
but his own free compaſſien, love, and goodneſs: And it 
is from the ſame ſource, through the mediation of JESUS 
CHRIS T, that any do in !me enjoy, as a body of people, 
the light and privileges of the Goſpel, or that any will be 
happy in eternity. GOD's free grace is the fountain-head; 
the mediation of our LORD JESUS CHRIST is the 
channel, the way, or (by the appointment of his FA- 
_ THER) the meritorious means, through which the di- 
Vrnne bleſſings flow to the penitent, godly perſon. 
HSoalineſs (as aforeſaid) being produced in the heart and 
life, by means and powers freely given by GO D to men, 
nnd (though not perfect or ſpotleſs in the beſt of men), be- 
ing accepted through the pardoning mercy and rich grace of 
_ GOD in the worthy MEDIATOR of his own ap- 


and - 


inting; and eternal life being the gift of GOD through 


4 1580 S CHRIST, unto theſe who have their fruit unto 
lineſs, This being the true ſtate of the caſe, we ought 
to conclude that godly perfons are made ſuch; and choſen of 
60 D to be his people; and bleſſed of him accordingly : 

all by his own free grace; and that it is not for the ſake 
% their holineſs that they are thus diſtinguiſhed, as 
though they deſerved ſuch favours and bleſſings : Yet it muſt 
be acknowledged to be conſiſtent with the other divine per- 
ſeections, that peculiar fayours and bleſſings ſhould reſt up- 
on holy, godly perſons ; and this is agreeable to the ſcrip- 

_ tures of truth, as Pal. xi. 7. Acts x. 35. and many other 
places; but ſtill it is to be remembered that the Love of 
_. GOD (his other perfections concurring) is the cauſe of 

| beſtowing theſe favours and bleſſings, and that the beſt 

works of men, in compariſon, bear no proportion there- 
The moſt High, as aforeſaid, having, of his free grace, 

ſent his Son to ſeek and ſave loſt man, doth various ways, 


and particularly by the Goſpel, call men to repentance, to 


his | 
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G00 but by beſievin 2 JESUS H RIS T, and 


doing the will 1 his FA HER, as declared by him: the 
receiving or accepting the prepared, offered grace of 
GOD, by a believing heart and obedient life, is, accord- 


ing to the Goſpel, the only appointed way of enjoying the 
| propoſed and promiſed bleſſings, viz. the pardon of fin, the 


aſſiſtance of the Spirit of GO D, and eternal life; as on the 


other hand, the rejecting the lame grace of GOD de- 


prives perſons of theſe bleſſings, and brings them under the "0 


diſpleaſure of G OD, both here and hereafter. 


Ihere is no need, neither can it be ſafe to ſuppoſe RY 
1 wiſe than the Goſpel plainly teacheth: No need, nor ſafe to 
ſuppoſe an eternal, abſolute err of electing ſome par- 


ticular perſons to de godly. 


I truſt, from what hath been hinted already, and from | 
1 what I may further advance, that my ſentiments do not 
_ contradict (but entirely agree with) * the tenor of the ſcrip- 
ture“ neither do they deftroy the free grace of GOD «+ 
i in the ſalvation of ſinners; nor lay the whole ſtreſs of their 
| ©* happineſs on the footing of their own works.” Gedlneſs, 

and the promiſed acceptance and reward of it, both proceed = 
| from the free, undeſerved grace of GOD, to the praiſe of 
| bis glory, Godly perſons are freely choſen of GOD, as Mi 
his people, and they ſhall dwell in his bliſsful preſence for 8 
euer; but without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the LORD, as _.>- 
| the Author juſtly quotes Heb. xii. 14. 5 5 


In Eph. i. 3. the Apoſtle bleſeth the GOD and FATHER 
aur LORD FE SUS CHRIST, who had bleſſed the 


- ſaints at Epheſus, the faithful (or them that believe) in 


CHRIST FE SUS, with all ſpiritual bleſſings, in heavenly 
places (or things) ſaith he, According as he hath choſen us in 


bim, before the foundation of the world, that we ſhould be boly | 
and without blame before him in love. Now the plain mean= 
ing of theſe expreſſions, according to the concurring tenor = 
bol (cripture, is, that GOD, according to his eternal purpoſe, 

had choſen theſe believers at Epheſus, Chap. i. 12, 13. to 

| be his people, fellow-citizens with the ſaints, and of the 

 bouſhold of GOD. Chap. ii. 19. many of whom being of 
the Gentile race, but according to the myſtery hid in GOD, 
according to his eternal purpoſe, which he purpoſed in CHRIS T 
JESUS our LORD, (and now made known) were, 4 


their faith, become 2 2 and » of the ſame 
and partakers of his promiſe in CHRIST, by fy go ha. 
(Chap, ili. 6.) which they had embraced ; and that G aid 
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his Grace through CHRIST: and in 3 can 
any one, who enjoys the Goſpel, be in the favour of 
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the unenlightned Heathen, and the rej 
who contemn or neglect Goſpel grace: And this choice 
was made, conſidering the Believers as in CHRIST, be- 
ore the foundation of the world: the gracious and holy 8 O- 
VEREIGN of the Univerſe having determined before 
tbe world began, what fort of perſons thould be his peculiar 
people viz. they, who by faith, (producing upright obedi- 
_ ence) ſhould, in time, be found in CHRIS F. In this 
fenſe, the Apo/ile, with propriety, ſays, he hath choſen us in 
vin (CHRIS T) before the foundation of the world —as we 
now anſwer to the character of thoſe whom he then deter- 
mined ſhould be his peculiar people. Now this great pri- 
Vvilege of being thus the choſen of GOD, and all that is in- 
dluded in it, or refults from it, ariſes, not from the will 
AQ and goodneſs of man in time, as the firſt moving cauſe, 
Lor as deſerving 1 0 
“ cious) will and pleaſure of GOD in eternity, who being 
holy, chooſes ſuch (only) who embrace the way of holi- 
N neſs, of his (alone) providing and propoſing: to his great 
and good name be all the praiſe? But it is not declared in 
this paſſage, nor in any other paſſage of ſcripture, that 
800 hath by an eternal decree, abſolutely and unconditi- 
onally choſen ſome particular perſons of the fallen race, 
_ (paſſing by =Y 
and theſe only ſhall, without fail, be eternally happy; but 
that GOD, who is rich in mercy, for his gr 1 
with he loved us (the world) gave his only begotten $ O'N, 
purpoſing to feparate to himſelf, as his people, whoſoever 


„„ 
on their believing, had blefed them with all ſpiritual bi- 


ing. with this gracious deſign, that thry might” be holy 
and without blame before him in love; or that they might be 


veſſels of mercy, by him prepared unto future glory, they hav- 
ing embraced the Goſpel call. Rom. ix. 23, 24. Thus is 
the Apeſtle to be underftood, when he ſaith, GOD hath 
ehoſen us, Oc. viz. to happy enjoyments in diſtindtion from 


the ſame; but from the ſovereign (gra- 


all the reſt) ſo that theſe particular perſons, 


. 


believeth in him; and to beſtow on them gracious means, 


and aſſiſtances abundantly ſufficient (if they are not inex- 
cuſably negligent) to conduct them to, and prepare them 

| for that eternal life, which is his giſt throug 
CHRIST to them that love and obey him. 


þ 7 ESUS 
This place, and divers others places of Scripture, which 
ſpeak of GO D's chaofing or elefting perſons, refers to their 


being his peculiar: church or people; not directly or certainly 
_ inſuring their eternal happineſs, although putting them in te 


way thereto; on which account they are called GOD's 
children, Gal. iii. 26. ſaved, x Cor. i. 18. and the Ie. 


his great love where= 


( 11 ) 


e reaſons for this interpretation, are, qu 


I. The whole body of profeſſed Chriſtians, at EB tu, 


2 the diſperſed ftrangers to whom Peter wrote, 
the church at Babylon, are wrote to, or ſpoken of as let, 


choſen, &c. but that they all were, or ſhould be certainly mY 
happy for ever, I conclude, is not ſuppoſed by thoſe that we 
differ from me, nor by any other; therefore os ſuch elec- Wi 
tion, or choofing as carries in it an abſolute certainty of eter= Mi 
nal happineſs, without a e l on mon ny rh can de — 


| intended in ſuch re 


I. Tre dune that are 950 tha, 1 pet. i. 2. are ex- 

horted, 2 Pet. i. 10, 11. to give diligente to make their call- 
ing and election ſure; and are told, that if) ye do theſe things, 
( ſuppoſe what are mentioned in ver. 5, 6, 7.) ye ſhall ne- 
der fall: for ſo an entrance ſhall be miniſtred unto you abun- 


dantly into the everlaſting kingdom of our LORD and SA- 


VIOUR FESUS CHRIST. Can it be ſuppoſed that 
an infpired Apoſtle would thus addreſs himſelf to thoſe. 
whom he knew, and had declared to be, by an unalterable 
decree of GOD, certain of eternal ſalvation? No, ſurely. 
Again, to, and for the ele Theſſalonians, how earneſt is 

the ſame Apeſtle, both in his exhortations and prayers, that 

| they would walk worthy of GOD, who called t ons wr 
Lingdom and glory; that as they had received how 5 ought” 

to walk, and to pleaſe C O D, fo they would abound more and 


more. 1 Theſſ. ii. 12. iv. 1. And the LORD make you 


to increaſe and abound in love one towards another, and 
towards all min—to the end he may ftabliſh your hearts 
5 unbla me able in holineſs, before GOD even our FATHER, 
at the coming of our LORD FESUS CHRIST—— 
How fearful was he alſo, 4% by ſome. means the Tempt- 
er had tempted them, and their labour ſhould be I N 


VAIN. Chap. iii. 5. He aſſures them, that he that deſpiſeth, 


Aiſpiſeth not man, but GOD: and that the LORD is the 
avenyer of all ſuch as ge beymd or defraud his brother in any 
matter; as, (faith he) we alſo have forewarned you, and te- 
tied. Chap. iv. 6, 8. Are theſe exbortations, prayers, 
Fears, warnings, and threatenings conſiſtent with a divine 
_ abſolute determination of ſuch perſons to eternal happineſs? 
No, ſurely: much more of the like nature might be pro- 
_ duced out of the apefolical writings ; but this may be ſufſi- 


cient for the honeſt lovers of Truth; and all that might be 
further urged may be too little to convince the witully or 
careleſsly prejudiced. ee further, — 


II. This 
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III. This interpretation of this, and ſuch liie expreſſions 
in holy Scripture, exactly agrees with St Paul's docttine in 
the epiſtle to the Romans, arguing the intereſt the Gentiles 
have in all the bleſſings of the Goſpel, through the grace 
of GOD in CHRIST, by faith. In Chap. i. from verſe 
18. he takes a view of the wickedneſs of the heathen world; 
In Chap. ii, he ſhews that the people of the Jews were alſo 
A ſunk into a deplorable ſtate of wickedneſs; and ſums up 
| his argument in Chap. iii. 9. in theſe words, Are we (Jews) 
| | better than they (Gentiles) ? No, in no wiſe; for we have 
before proved, bath Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under 
ſen: which, as to the Fews, he confirms in the following 
veerſes, and draws this concluſion, ver. 19, 20. that all the 
world is guilty'before GOD, and that by the deeds of the las 
| (which either the Fews or Gentiles were under, they both 
| having transgreſſed the ſame) 10 fleſh ſhall be juſtified in his 
fight: from ver. 20 to 3o, he declares, that GOD had 
no in the Goſpel manife/ed the way of Juſtification, Par- 
don, and Admiſſion to his favour and bleſſing, called ch 
 m#ighteouſneſs of GOD, the righteouſneſs of G O D by faith of 
 TFESUS CHRIST, unto all and upon all them that be-, 
lieve; for as there was no difference, all having finned—a 
door was opened for all to be juſtified freely by his grace, 
through the redemption that is in FESUS CHRIST: 
whom GOD hath ſet forth to be a propitiation through faith in 
bis 61 therefore we conclude, that a man (any man) 
is juſtified by faith, without the deeds of the law. And that as 
S800 is the GOD of the Gentiles, as well as of the Jews, 
he would j#/tify the one as well as the other by or through 
faith. In Chap. iv. he carries on the ſame argument, from 
the caſe of Abraham, who believed in GOD, and it was 
counted to him for righteouſneſs, ver. 3. that is, he was par- 
doned of GOD, admitted to a ſtate of favour, and peculiar 
bleſfings: ſo ver. 5. 10 him that worketh nat (hath no prior 
works of righteouſneſs) but beheveth on him that juſlifieththe 
ungodly, his faith is counted for righteouſneſs : that is, ſuch aone, 


” notwithſtanding his former ungodlineſs, is, by faith, through 
' the free and rich grace of GOD in CHRIST, pardoned, 
ht and a partaker of all the privileges and bleſſings of the Goſ- 

0 pel, ſee ver. 23, 24, 25. Gal. inn. 9. From hence, as well 


as much more which might be added, ſhewing the eſta- 
dliſhed way of GOD's diſpenſing goſpel-bleſſings to men, 
it appears, That his decree or purpoſe. is, to chooſe to bimſelf, 
4 2 * people or church, ſuch as believe, and profeſs their 
Ys © ns = And 


(13 ) 


And thus we may obſerve the truth and meaning of ſuch 


expreſſions as theſe, —the kindneſs and love of GO D toward 


man appeared, not by works of righteouſneſs, which we have 
done, but according to his mercy be ſaved us.— Tit. iti. 4, 5. 


n (GOD) hath ſaved us, and called us with an holy call- 
ing, not according to our works, but according to his own pur- 


poſe and grace, which was given us in CHRIST FESUS 


| before the world began. 2 Lim. i. 9. For by grace are ye 
ſaved, through faith 1 and that not of yourſebves : it is the ; 
gift of GOD: not of works, leſt any man ſhould boaſt, (or, 


0 that no one can boaſt) Eph. ii. 8, 9: 


* 


But it is to be remembered, and attended to, that though 


it is not by any former works, but on the footing of fuith 
profeſſed (which, 1 ſuppoſe, includes repentance, a re- 


nouncing former idolatry or wickedneſs) that any per- 
| ſon partakes of goſpel- bleſſings; yet, that a perſevering 


obedience is thereupon abſolutely neceſſary to the continung 
in the grace of GOD, and to the final, eternal happinsſs of 
every · ſuch perſon in particular; for the Apoſile, who 
ſo much inſiſts on the non-neceflity of works to an 
A2udmittance to the bleſſings of the Goſpel or Kingdom of 
60, as that only which agreed with the ſtate of a ſin- 
ful, guilty world; the Apo/ile, I ſay, in the ſame epiſtle to 
the Romans, urges on the Chriſtians the neceſſity of holi- 
neſs, in order to their acceptance, and happineſs in the fſu- 
ture eternal ſtate: he argues from their profeſſion in Bap- 
tiſm, Rom. vi. that they ſhould rechen themſelves to be dead 


indeed unto fin; but alive unty GOD through FESUS 
CHRIST our LORD: that they ſhould not let fon reign in 


their mortal body, to obey it in the luſis there; neither to yield 
their members as inſtruments of unrighteouſneſs to fin; but 
that they ought to yield themſelves unto GOD, as alive from 
the dead, and their members as inſtrumenis of righteouſneſs 
uno GOD,——that if they were the ſervants of ſin, it would 
be unto death; for the wages of ſin is death, (the ſecond or 
c .ternal death) that if they had their fruit unto holineſs, (and 
not otherwiſe) the end would be everlaſting life, from ver. 11 
co the end. Soin the 8th Chap. ver. 6. he tells them, that 
10 be carnally minded is death; but to be ſpiritually minded is 
liſe and peace: and ver. 13. he ſays, if ye live after the fleſb 
ye /hall die; but if ye through the ſpirit do mortiſy the deeds of 
So the apoſtle James argues with per- 


the body ye ſhall live. 
ſons in the Chriſtian late, that faith, if it have nit works, 


cannot ſave them and that as the body without the ſpirit us 


dead, ſo faith without works is dead alſe, Chap. ii. from ver. 
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14 to FOR end: indeed the New Teſtament aboutds with 
this doctrine, it is every where to be ſeen there. 


Nou the ſum of what I advance, and which I take to A 
the plain doctrine of the Goſpel, is, that the free grace of 


GOD in CHRIST is the foundation of all the bleflings 
which every Believer enjoys in this life, and the foundation 


alſo of all that is — to the perſevering, and over- 
coming. in the world to come; for, though an holy obe- 


dience is indiſpenſable, yet eternal life is the GIFT 9 


GOD, through TFESUS.CHRIST our. LOR. 


| Rom. vi. 23. SO, that though I ſuppoſe no ſuch divine 
decree of electing fome particular perſons, as ſuch, to be 
taught in the only rule of our faith; yet, I fully believe, 
that the free, undeſerved LOVE of GOD, through] E- 
SUS CHRIST, is the cauſe, fountain, or foundation of 
all ſpiritual and eternal enjoyments: And that, that neceſ- 


ſary obedience which the Goſpel requires, is not only 


taught by our LORD, in the greateſt perfection; but alſo 
carried on, aſſiſted, and maintained in a fitting and ſuffici- 
ent way, by him the only MEDIATOR; and by his 
| __ worthineſs is accepted of G OD, to the ban of every 
ſimcerely obedient perſon, notwithſtanding the imperfecon : 
Ven attends them. 5 
I! have ſaid more than otherwiſe needful, to take off an | 
imputation commonly fixed on thoſe that deny abſolute per- 
ſonal election, viz. that they make their own works the foun- 
udaation of their enjoying the favour of GOD and future 
| happineſs; and diminiſh, if not overthrow the free grace of 
_ GOD in the ſalvation of ſinners. I ſhould be glad, if 
what I have advanced, which is the ſincere fixed fenti- 
ments of my mind, and I am perſuaded (at leaſt I hope) 
the general ſentiments of thoſe who hold Univer/al Redemp- 
tion; I ſhould be glad, I ſay, if theſe my endeavours prove 
any means of abating theſe hard unworthy thoughts, and of 
bringing them to a more favourable and Juſt opinion of 
a thoſe who conſcientiouſly differ from them. 


1 only add one remark more, as to this (which, 1 * ” 


1 do with reverence to the ever- bleſſed Being) viz. that the 
fixing on Faith as a Medium, or Mean, through CHRIST, 
of inſtating perſons in goſpel-privileges and bleſſings, ap- 


pears to be an evidence of wiſdom and goodneſs, in a two- 


told reſpect. Firſt, as hereby no prior worthineſs is con- 
cerned in, nor unworthineſs is a bar to the enjoying there- 


of; ſo the free, undeſerved Grace of GOD hath all the 


honour; — the — undone Creature receiving or em- 


bracing 


in our Text he calls 


( 1s 


bracing a prepared relief from mere gqodneſs, (which, per- 
haps, is the gieateſt condeſcenſion in the moſt HIGH, and 
the leaſt that could be required of Man) the Creature, I ſay, 
is hereby altogether prevented from any boaſting or glory- 
ing, Eph. ii. 9. Rom. il, 27. and he that glorieih, let him 
glory in tbe LORD, 1, Cor. i. 31. Secondly, Faith is 
ſuited to be a principle in the mind, of a holy conformity, to 
the divine nature and will, and ſo to meeten and qualify 
for future happineſs; for who is there that Anotweth and be- 
lieveth the great Love of G OD, if he attends thereto, but 


will find. a powerful engagement and inclination to e 


GOD, who firft loved him, 1 John iv. 16, 19. this Love 
wrought by Faith, Gal, v. 6. is the parent of obedience, 1 
John v. 3, the ſoul becomes willing to do and to ſuffer for 
_ GOD and CHRIST: it is by Faith, receiving the ſeed, 
the word of GOD, that a, perſon. is born of GOD, 1 John 
v. 1. and 1 Pet. i. 23. Faith is indeed the LIFE, the 
STRENGTH, the OV of a Chriſtian. And though 
it muſt be acknowledged, that the moſt, eſſential parts of 
our Duty, ſuch as Sobriety, Righteouſneſs, Kindneſs, Godli- 
neſs, &c. have in themſelves. 2 real fitneſs, are ſuited to our 
1 , and the Relation we ſtand in to GOD and 
each other, and ſo become binding on us: E the G 


e cleareſt light, 


peel doth 99h only repreſent theſe things in the c 
and greateſt perfection; but alſo recommends them by the Xx 
; SF amples; by the moſt endearing obligations; andbly 
the moſt prevailing motives :- and enforces all, by the moſt 730 


awful, affecting ſanctions of eternal rewards and puniſhments ; 


ſo that, oge who, really believes the Gz/pel, and retains.the 


influences, thereof, is moſt. effeQually kept in the way of | 
, ˙ keel 
I. The Author fays, © The LO RD's people, which 
his. portion, are thoſe he gave in 
e to CHRIST. 1 have manife/ted u] 


© name (ſays C to th, 1 
aul of the world; thine they were, and thou gaveſt them me, 


: . Y i 


and as ſuch he gave them to CHRIST in the covenant 
4 grace, that by him they might be brought ſafe to 
55 54 does not appear that what the Author ſays, is indeed 
the ſenſe of his Text; for the whole body or the ſeed of 
Jacob, is here, and in many other places, ſaid to be the 
LORD's people, his portion; but it cannot be in the Au- 
thar's fenſe; as I conclude, that neither he, nor any on elſe 
| | | | JELCVES' 


RIS T) t the men which thon gaveſl me 1 
They were the LO R D's in the ſenſe befote · mentioned, 1 


believes that they all are, or ſhall be * brought ſafe to eters 
nal glory, Neither doth it appear, from the holy Scripture, 


66) 


that by a divine decree, any particular perſons, perſonallß 


conſidered, are given in covenant-charge to Chriſt, that by 
© him they might be brought fafe to glory, Theſe are higb- 
founding expreſſions, and ought to be well warranted, in or- 
der to their being believed. ' 
The paſſage quoted, (and every other place ſpeaking of 
perſons given to CHRIST) will, on a little examination, 
fall ſhort of proving the point; they may, and, I think, 


muſt be underſtood in a different manner. The text 


quoted evidently ſpeaks of the twelve choſen Apoſtles; 

thine they were, ſays our LORD, in his prayer to the 

FATHER, and thou gave/t them me, John xyii. 6. they 
| _ were the ſervants of the FATHER, and by him made 


meet to be choſen for Apoſtles by his SON; who ſays, ver, 


12. thoſe that thou gaveſt me I have kept, and none of them 
is bot, but the ſon of perdition: ſo then, one of them thus 
given to CHRIST was %; not for want of ſafe-keep- 
ing on the part of CHRIST), but by his own covetouſneſss 
It follows, that the giving to CHRIST, here mentioned, 
is not in covenant-charge by him, to be (without fail) 
There are other places which ſpeak of perſons given to 
CHRIST. John x. 29. ſpeaks of the FATHERs 
giving the ſheep of CHRIST to him, and in Chap. vi 
37. our LORD ſays, All that the FATHER givah 
// ͤd⁊ꝓ⁊ 88 
Io fix the ſenſe of this laſt place may be ſufficient: 
Now to fix a ſenſe on any Scripture phraſe, higher than 
its natural import, or differing from the ſcope of the con- 


text, or the general doctrine the Scripture leads to; or 


eſpecially ſo as to contradict, or de es en with the ; 


context, or tenor of Scripture in other places; is to deal 


 erbitrarily, and therefore very unworthily with the ſacted 

revelation, and is little ſhort of adding to the word of 

GOD. I do not accuſe the Author, or any other, of 
doing this wilfully; however, the reverence due to GOD 


. 


and truth calls for our great caution. 


— proceed then to the point in queſtion. 


| Firſt, This phraſe of the FAT HE Rs giving perſons 
to CHRIST, doth not plainly, and therefore not neceſ- 


ſarily contain the Author's ſenſe: this, I think, every im- 


| partial conſidering perſon may be convinced of; $4 i—F N ; 


that this interpretation is not ſupported by the gi neral doc- 


— Wa, ̃ • Sins Hi, patty 014 — q 
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ihe bf Scripture, not by any particular places rightly un- 
derſtood, and therefore may of rather ought to be rej ! . | 


"Secondly, To underftand the phraſe in the Author's 
| ſenſe, involves inconſiſtencies, and, I think, abſurdities ; 
and is contrary to the plain account, given in other places, 

of the matter our LO RD had in view, when he ſpoke 
theſe words: if this be ſo, the ſenſe T oppoſe” is not to be 

admitted; and that it is ſo, will appear, if it be obſerved, 
that in ver, 36. immediately preceding, our LORD tells 
the people, ye alſo have ſeen me, and believe not; that is, 
ye bave ſeen miracles done by me, ſufficient to convince. 
Jou that I am the MESSIAS, ſent of GOD, yet ye do 
not believe; but though you ds not believe, all that the Father” 
giveth me will come to me, or believe in me, for theſe, are 
terms of the 'fame import as ver. 35. Our LORD 
_ plainly declares they were to blame and ſinned, by not be- 
lieving: but to tell the people, as our LORD is ſuppoſed 
do do, that all that the Father had given him (by his de= 
dree), to be ly him (infallibly) brought ſafe ta glory, would ; 
believe; to tell the people this, I ſay, could be no argue 
ment to convince them of their fin in not believing, or to 
 ſhew them they were to blame; for if ſuch a giving to 
CHRIS I be the cauſe of perſons believing, and none but 
ſuch thus given can come to him; our LORD advances 
nothing to them, by way of convidlion, but inſtead of that, 
| what was indeed the beſt, and a ſufficient excuſe of their un= 
belief; for if they were not included in this divine decree, it 
was not , poſſible. for them to believe. Can it be thought 
= that our LORD imputes blame and fin to them for not 
doing an impyſſibility? Or for not acting contrary to the di- 
wine decree? Again, in ver. 29. our LORD hath told 
_ theſe ſame people, This is the work of G O D, that ye be= 
 lieve on him whom he bath ſent. Can it be thought that 
| he, propoſes himſelf thus generally, as the object of their 
Faith, and tells them alſo, in the ſame diſcourſe, that only 
ſome particular perſons given by the FATHER to him, 
would, or could believe? ſuch an incoherent, inconfiflent, 
 obſurd manner of ſpeaking, is by no means to be imputed 
to the wiſe, faithful Teacher of men: therefore the gruing 
to CHRIST by the FATHER, in the Author's ſenſe #80 
of the words, cannot be right. „ wi att} K © 
Further, it is to be obſerved, that our LORD, who 1 
J knew the truth of the caſe, reſers the unbelief of the i. 
Jews, not to their being given to him by the FATHER, 
in the ſenſe I oppoſe, but to other cauſes, viz, to their re- L 
HUN | „ cciving 113 
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ceiving (affecting to receive) Honour one of _ another, and 
= ſeeking (not giving the pre erence to) the honour that cometh 
Fim GOD only. John v. 44. Becauſe they believed not 
Moſes, who wrote of him, ver. 46, 47. Becauſe they had 
not the word of GOD abiding in them, ver. 38. Becauſe 
they bad not the love of GO 5 in them, ver. 42. Becauſe 
they judged according to the appearance, and did not judge righ- 
teous judgment, Chap. vii. 24. Becauſe they were of their f & 
tber the devil, and the luſis of their father they would de, 
Chap. viii. 44. Becauſe they were not 75 GOD, ver. 47. 
Becauſe the truth be told them, his word (his holy doctrine) 
they could nat hear, ver. 43, 45. It being ſo oppoſite to 
their prevailing evil Juſts and habits, that they were utterly 
ayerſe to it: 80 that notwithſtanding he had done ſo many 
miracles among them, works which none other man did, yet 
Ihe believed not on him, Chap, Xij, 37. xv. 24. Their wil- 
ful corrupt prejudices prevented their being convinced, by 
his many, mighty, and Beneficent miracles; by his Hoh, pow- 
erful doctrine; 5 the Scripture. prophecies fabled in him; 
by the promiſe of everlaſling life which he made to his fol- 


lowers; which proved the means of convincing others, and 
| bringing them to believe on him. This brings me, 


Thbirdly, To offer what is the true meaning of this ex- 
preſſion, viz. ofthe FATHER's giving perſons ro CHRIST, 
which appears to me to be "4 Firſt, They who 
were convinced by his miracles, done in the name and by tbe 
' power of te FAT HE R, as the man born blind was thus 
convinced. John ix. So John vii, 31. many of the 75 53 
believed an him, and ſaid, When CHRIST cometh will he 
do more miracles than theſe which this man haf done? Nico- 
demus ſaid unta him, RAB BI, we know that thou art a_ 
teacher come from GOD; for no man can do thoſe miracles 
wußbich thou dagſt, except GOD be with him. Chap. lit, 1, 2. 
See alſo Chap. ii. 11, 23. and iv. 53. Secondly, They 
Who were wrought upon, by the gracous words ſpoken by 
bim with an uncommon authority; for never man ſpake like 
Bim. Luke iv. 22. Matt. vii. 29. which words was the doc- 
trine of his Father. Thirdly, They who attended to the 
propbecies which were of CHRIST, and obſerved their agree= 
ment with him, and what was done and taught by him; as 
P̃'bilip ſaid to Nathanael, Me have found him, of whom Moſes 
inthe law, and the prophets did write, ESU John i. 45. 
' theſe prophecies being of GOD, and to which our LORD 
referred the people, as what fefliſied of him: they who were 
thus convinced, and, Fourthly, They who were duly can, 
ht N cerne 


0 19 ) 
cerned * their everlaſting happineſs, they * to 
the tleftrine of eternal life ſpoken by our LORD ; ſays Peter, 
LORD, to whom ſhall we go? thou haſt the nd of eternal 


Life. John vi. 68. I ſay, they who were convinced by the 


miracles CHRIST wrought by the power of the FATHER; 


his. doctrine which was the FAT HE R's ; by Scripture 


propbeciet and promiſes, which were of GO D; and had a 
prevailing regard to eternal life wrought in them by GOD: 


Fheſe being thus prepared and diſpoſed, were, in propriety of 
ſpeech, given to CHRIST), put into his hands by the FA- 
THER, and did come to him, to be further directed and 
aſliſted in holineſs, in order to their future happineſs. ' And 
in the ſame ſenſe our LORD ſays in the ſame diſcourſe, ver. 
44, 45. No man can come to me, except the FATHER which | 
ent medraw hin It is written in the prophets, And they 
Hall be all taught f GOD. Every man there 2 that hath 


cometh unto 
nme. Thus, as there is no neceſſity of underſtanding the 


beard, and hath learned of th. FATHE 


expreſhon of the FA T H E R's giving perſons to CHRIST), 


lor of drawing them) in the Author's ſenſe; and as to un- 
derſtand them fo, involves inconſftencies, and abſurdities ; 
and as there is another meaning of them, obvious on the 
ſace of the Scriptures; which is therefore to be juſtly taken 

for the true ſenſe: This (and the like) expreſſion i is delivered 

from the unjuſt ſervice into which ! it bath been _ 5 


M0 The Author Hebe ou __ = 


2 III. «The LOR D's peop ple are thoſe that- were re- 
0 deemed by CHRIST: redeemed by the precious blood 


© of the Son of GOD. Ye were not redeemed with cor- 


© ruptible things, as with ſilver and gold, from your vain 
1 converſation; but with the precious bloed of C H r 
4 of a lamb without blemiſh, and without ſpot. Now to 
i ſhew the dignity of the perſon of CHR ST, and the 
worth and value of his blood, as the meritorious | 
© and price of our redemption, it is called the blood of 
60D, Acts xx. 28, Feed the church of GOD, which ß 


He hath purcha ed with his oö blood.” 


There is no diſpute concerning the worthineſs of the "BE » 
of GO D, who came from heaven to do the will of his FA. 
THE Rz whoſe deep humiliation; ſpotleſs purity ; great 


labours and ſufferings; and eſpecially the finiſhing ad? of obe- 


dience, the yielding himſelf up to a ſhameful, painful, 


Curſed death: all in conformity to his FAT H E R's will, 


and in amazing /ove and goodneſs to men, renders him in the 


gh or account of the F "© HER, a worthy 1 
2 of 
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of man's redemption; of affording all the means of | 4nows 
ledge and grace to men, be the ſame more or leſs which 
they enjoy; and of the acceptance of every one, who doth 
not neglect, but embrace the grace and means enjoyed; 
and of the eternal ſalvation of thoſe who are faithful and 
perſevering to the end. The controverſy relates to the x- 
tent of, or limiting this worthineſs of CHRIST. The 
Author's ſenſe is delivered in theſe words. 
Hence it is that this blood becomes efficacious for the 
 * purging away of ſin; and is effectual for the redemption 
_ © and ſalvation of all, and every one for whom it was ſhed. 
Not one ſoul can ever be loſt, or periſh eternally,” for 
whom CHRIS T died. See Rom. viii. 33, 34, &c. It 
not only reflects the greateſt diſhonour upon GOD in 
the contrivance of our ſalvation by CHRIST crucified, 
to aſſert that CHRIST. ſhed his blood for all men, for 
every individual; and that the greateſt | part of mankind 
will, notwithſtanding all that CHRIS T has done for 
them, periſh eternally : Thie, I ſay, not only reflects 
on the wiſdom, love and power of the Almighty, but is 
even blaſphemy. GO D's people are redeemed by price 
and power, from the curſe of the law, and from a vain 
converſation (Gal. iii. 13. 1 Pet. i. 18.) How incon- 
ſiſtent then, and trifling is it, to glory in CHRIS T's» 
dying for all men, whilſt the devil runs away with the 
greateſt part of the purchaſe of his blood? and how weak 
is it to talk of all men being redeemed by CHRIS T, 
_ © while the greateſt part of them ate in bondage to fin and 
= © Satan? But, bleſſed be GOD, we have not ſo learned 
| This appeared to me, the moſt ſhocking part of this diſ- 
courſe, and had it not been for this, I do not know that I 
W' ſhould have meddled with the work. Here are poſetive a/- 
pertions, in a point of the greateſt importance, viz. the "wa . 
vation of men, which, I take to be not true! Here the hen- 
dur of GOD, in our ſalvation by CHRIST, the wiſdom, 
love and power of the ALMIGHT Y, are proſeſſedly vin= 
dicated on a falſe foundation! And what is plainly taught 
in Scripture, declared to be even blaſphemy ! Into what ex- 
ttavagant expreſſions will a miſtaken zeal lead a good man? 
Oh how bold is error when heated by imagination! My 
grief and pity attend theſe melancholy, but juſt reflections 
lowever, let GOD and his word be true, and every man 
(who oppoſes the ſame) a liar. 1 4 oh Sort 
But, leaving declamation, let us come to examination. 
The Author ſays of the blood of CHRIST, that 36 
"= | | ; — 4 6 e u A 
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( ax ) 
< effectual for the redemption and falvation of all, and 
© every one for whom it was ſhed. | Not one foul can ever 

abe loſt, or periſh eternally, for whom CHRIST died, 
« &, Now I obſerve, PTE , RD} 


F irſt, That what is here aſſerted is no where in Scripture 
clearly or directly expreſſed, but rather the contrary thereunto. 


Seconcdly, That the Scripture referred to, viz. Rom. 
vil. 33, 34, Kc. doth not prove the Author's aſſertions, 


- Thirdly, That what the Author condemns, viz. the 

aſſerting that CHRIST ſhed his blood for all men, for 
every individual; and that the greateſt part of mankind* 
(I ſhould chooſe to ſay a great part of them) will, not- 

_ © withſtanding all that CHRIS T has done for them, pe- 
© riſh eternally.” I fay, that what the Author here con- 
demns, is plainly, and in expreſs terms, taught in Scrip- 

ture; and incorporated, or every where mixed with that di- 


Pourthly, That therefore to aſſert what the Author con- 
demns, is not blaſphemy ; and that the honour of GOD, 
his wi/dom, Ive, and power, as well as the worthineſs of 
_ CHRIST, ſtand unimpeached, and in full ſplendor, on 


* 


the footing of the truth of theſe condemned aſſertions. 


Firſt, T obſerve, that what the Author here aſſerts is no 

where in Scripture clearly or directly expreſſed; but rather the 
_ contrary thereunto. That it is no where in Scripture plainly. 
_ expreſſed © that the blood of CHRIST is effectual for the 

 ©* redemption and ſalvation of all and every one for whom it 
was ſhed:“ And that, not one foul can ever be loſt, or pe- 

© riſheternally, for whom CHRIST died,” ſtands good, till 
ſuch plain expreſſions are produced, which, I am confident, 
cannot be done; and for the truth of which I appeal to every 
one that is acquainted with holy writ. Now, as ſuch a point 

as this muſt depend on Revelation, it is taking too great a li- 
| berty lo poſitively to affirm what is not clearly taught there: 

In; and every one may, and, I think, ought, for that rea- 
ſon, as freely to diſbelieve, All that ſhall be eternally ſaved 
are ſaved by a crucified JESUS; but it does not thence 

follow that all for whom he died ſhall certainly be thus 
ſaved. The extent of the death of CHRIST, in the de- 

ſign of it, is not to be judged of by the event; for our LORD 
declares to the Fes, Theſe things 1 ſay, that ye might be 
ſaved, John v. 34. and continuing his diſcourie to the 2 
perſons, by 
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perſons, he ſays, ber, 40. Aud ye toll not come t9 me that. 
pe might have liſe. Did dur LORD teach the people 
Wich this gracious defigh that they might be ſaved? then 


N 


ſurely there was ſalvation for them in him. Or could he 
juſtly blame their wilfulneſs in not coming t0 bim that they 


might have life, if he had: not life to beſtow on them? Or 
if they were unable to come to him for it? It appears then 
that there was /ife and ſalvation in him, for thoſe who did 
not receive his doctrine; for thoſe who would not come to, 
or believe in him; and conſequently that he died, not only 
for thoſe who ſhall be ſaved by him; but for thoſe who 
in the end miſs of falvation, by reaſon of their unbelief and 
ß Aoi 
Further, in direct contradiction to our Author's aſſertions, 
we are told of ſome that deny the LO RD that bought them, 
and bring upon themſelves" ſibiſt deſiruftion, 2 Pet. ii. 1. 


And of the poſhbility of their being deſtroyed or periſhing 


for whim CHRIST died. Rom. xiv, 15, 20. 1 Cor. vill. 11. 
And of Apoſtates, who tread under foot the Son of G O | - Aw 
and count the blood of the covenant, wherewith they were ſanc- 
tified, an unholy thing. Heb. x. 29. for whom there remains 
no more ſacrifice for © fins, ver, 26. plainly implying, that 
they might have had the benefit of that ſacrifice which they 
wilfully rejected. Thus much for the firſt thing I obſerve, 
which is, that what our Author aſſerts of * the certainty of 
the ſalvation of all and every one for whom CHRIST 
| © ſhed his blood,” is not plainly taught in Scripture; but 
that the direct contrary is therein plainly held forth; name- 
ly, that ſome of them will periſh or fall ſhort of ſalvation, 
for whom (notwithſtanding) CHRIST dice. 


SGecondly, 1 am to ſhew that Rom. viii. 33, 34, &c. 
quoted by the Author, does not prove his aſſertions. And 
here, that we may rightly take in the Apaſilès ſenſe, let us 
begin at ver. 28, where he adds to the arguments before 

uſed, to ſtrengthen the Chriſtians under perſecutions, theſe 

Words: And we know that all things work together for good 

lo them that love GOD, to them wha are the called accord- 

ing to his purpeſe, He aſſures them that their greateſt 


ſufferings for CHRIST would turn to their advantage, 


as they were the called according to G O D's (original) pur- 
poſe; which, I think, was firſt plainly diſcovered to Abra- 


ham, Gen. xii. 3. xviii. 18. and in other places: They 


were invited to the Geſpel-ſeaſi, they had accepted the invi- 


tation, they were welcome gugſis, and accordingly richly en- 
tertained with the Bleſſings of CHRIS T's kingdom : as 


uch, and as they were them that loved GOD; under this 


7 
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- 2 ada ”__ * 3 * 
; : N I ues Ws 


1 n 
r 


 charaZtr (obſerve that) they might depend with the great - 
a on being b e ſtraits and diff ; 
culfies ; and of being the objects of the unchangeable love 
of GOD in CH RI ST. To eftabliſh this faith in them, 
he ſays, ver. 29. For whom-he (GOD) did foreknow, be 
alſo did predeſtinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, 
that he. might be the firſl-born_ among many bretbren. To 
know, in Scripture, is frequently to approve, So Plal. i, 
6. and ci. 4. Amos iii. 2, and many other places. Whom 
800 in his all-wiſe counſel did before approve, them he 


Aid alſo 1555 or determine, fore- determine to be his cheſen 


people, and they loving G O D, to be eternally glorified with 
his Son. ver. 17, Thus, they who loved: GOD, might 
depend with the utmoſt certainty on being eternally happy, 
| according to the gracious, eternal purpoſe, and good 7 i 
of GOD, He goes on in ver. 30. to mention G O D's pur- 
poſe, ſtep by ſtep, or the links of this golden chain; ſaying, 
vreover, whom he did predeſlinate, them he alſo called; 
and whom he called, them he alſo juſtified; and whom he juſ- 


tified, them. he alſo glorified, That is, whom GOD dd 
before determine to be his people, upon the grand Schemeor 


View of bringing them to a conformity to the glorious image 5 


of his Son, them he purpoſed to call or invite into his king= i 
dom by the preaching of the Goſpel; and whom he pur- 
poſed to invite into his kingdom, on their embracing te 


invitation, he purpoſed to juſtify, to pardon their ſins, 


and to grant them the bleſſings of the Goſpel-covenant ; 


and whom he purpoſed thus to jg, on their perſeuering 


Love and Obedience, to them he purpoſed to give eternal | 


- glory, Theſe Chriftians had already the comfortable ex- 


perience of being the called of G OD, according to his purpoſe; 
of being alſo the pardoned and bleſſed of GO D, according 
to his purpoſe ; and they had no reaſon to queſtion GO D's 
executing hig final purpoſe in giorifying them, their preſent 
trials notwithſtanding, at they continued to love him. For 

as the Apoſtle goes on to argue, ver. 31.——1f GOD be 
Pear us, as he moſt certainly is, who cam be again us ? who 

can obſtruct the deſign. of the Almighty in bringing us to 


© © 


| happineſs? ver. 32. He that ſpared not bis own Son, but de= | 


 livered bim up to death for us all, bro ſhall be nat with him Ty 
alſo freely give us all things? He hath given us a ſure pledge 


of his Love, in giving his Son for us, the Perſon moſt dear 


and delightful to him, delivering him u | to death, fer che 

common benefit of men, Gentiles as Ss Jour ; ſo that 
We may afluredly conclude, he will alſa molt readily and 
ſufficiently communicate all pfeſent ſupplies, ſuccour and 
8 : Ez” comfort, 


| ( 24 ) 
comfort, and in the end eternal glory. ver. 33. bo ſhall 
lay any thing to the charge of GO D's eleft? it it GOD 
that juſtifieth, * Who is able to bring any accuſation, to 
any purpoſe, againſt thoſe whom G D hath choſen to be 
his peculiar people, who being the Sovereign LORD, 
hath a right to beſtow his bleflings and favours on whom 
he pleaſes? no creature having a right or power to hinder 
the ſame. ver. 34. Who it he that condemneth? it it 
CHRIST that died, yea rather, that is riſen again, who is 
ve ven atthe right hand f GOD, who alſo maketh interceſſion 
Fer us. Who in the whole Univerſe of beings ſhall, or can 
condemn them to death, or prevent their future happineſs, 
whom GOD hath choſen, and who love him? CHRIST 
the Son of GOD, our future Judge, hath died for us, to 
redeem us from Death; or rather, is riſen from the dead, 
to aſſure us of our Reſurrection; and is even ſet down at 
| Tight hand of GOD, in a ſtate of great power, as our 
Head and Pore-runner; to manage all the affairs of our Sal- 
vation, which cannot poſſibly miſcarry in hands ſo able, fo 
faithful, and friendly. ver. 35, 36, 37. Ibo ſhall ſeparate 
us from the love of CHRIST? Hall tribulation, or diſ- 
treſt, or perſecution, or famine, or nakedneſs, or peril, or 
ſword? As it is written, For thy ſake we are killed all the 
day long we are accounted as ſheep for the ſlaughter. Nay, 
in all thefe things we are more than conquerors, through him 
that loved us, While we endeavour eech bo cleave to 
him, Who or What ſhall be able to ſeparate us from his 
love, or bring us under his diſpleaſure? Shall any of thoſe 
ftightſul things (named) though we do, or ſhould aQtually 
Cuffer them? So far from being born down thereby, we ex- 
perience ourſelves ſuperior to them all, through his graci- 
cus, powerful affiſtance, who hath loved us, and will not 
fail to ſupply us with all-ſufficient ſtrength and comfort in 
all our conflicts. ver. 38, 39. For I am perſiuaded that nei: 
ther death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor pow- 
ce, nor things preſent, nor things to come, nor heighth, nor 


depth, nor any other creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate us from 
the love f GOD, which is in CHRIST FESUS our 
ö IO R D. And, ſays the Apoſtle, from the Grace of 

i ' GOD, the Love, Power, and Agency of CHRIST, from 

| 


our own experience of Succours derived from him, we 

may gather this ſtedfaſt perſuaſion to our exceeding great 
"Foy, That neither the terrors of Death, nor the allure- 

ments of Life, nor Angels, nor the Princes and Powers of 
this world, nor any thing preſent, nor any thing future, | 


nor the height of Proſperity, nor the depth of 24/ery, nor 
|; , — 4 45 32 8 . I. q 4 a An 


nt 
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6 
_ any. COD. ble Cauſe or 3 ſhall ſeduce the fingers 
D, or prevent the continuance. of the love of 
GO 44 ym, inthe preſent time, and the complete enjoy- 
1 in eternal capping? 7, according, to his own, free 
poſe, ire hong CHRIST.JESUS our LORD. 
This Vieto of ber is the ſenſe (as I humbly judge) of 
an part of holy 77/-it, ſo remarkable, ſo encouraging, 


fo. triumphant; though it aſſures: «v7 ſincere Lover .of 


_ GOD of his never-failing Love to them, and of their 
future happineſs. therein, through JESUS CHRIST; 

pet it doth not hold forth, or obo the abſolute certainty. of ; 
the Salvation of all for whom CHRIST died: or that 
not one Soul of them ſhall periſh eternally. No ſuch 


- _ doctrine can fairly be deduced from hence. Let it not be. 


thought ſtrange, that I make ſo much uſe of this character, 
the loving G O D: It is plain that the Apaſtle, in the begin- 
ning, and in ſeveral paris of this Chapter, eſtabliſhes the 

_ neceſſity of the Chriſtian Character, emper, and Liſe 8 
as, the walking not after the fleſh, but after the ſpirit ; the 


minding the things of the ſpirit, &. And in the beginning 


bol the Argument, ver. 28, which he purſues: to the end ok 

— Chapter, he expreſsly mentions them that laue GOD, 

as thoſe te whom all things ſhall work together. { god; 

| therefore it is juſt, I think neceſſary, that this ſhould, be 
underſtood, as connected with all * follows; and the 

overlooking this, hath very poſfibly led perſons to miſtake 
the meaning: it may be obſerved, that loving GOD, and 

obeying him, ariſing from the belief of the 5 and amaze 


ing love of GOD, firſt manifeſted, hath the promiſe of 


the crown of life, and of the future #:ngdom, and eternal 
Salvation. James i. 12. and ii. 5. Heb. v. 9. And if any, 
deſire or expect eternal happineſs, without ſuch qualifica- 


EE tions, their de/ire being that of the, flothful, will kill them, 


Prov. xxi. 25. and their hope, that of the bypocrite, ſhall. 
5 periſh, Job, viii. 13. And it is worthy notice, that the 


Apeſtle Paul, * draws ſo glorious and triumphaut a con- 
dcluſion from the premiſes, yet made it his Care, a3 A neceſ- 


— ching, to keep under his body, and bring it into ſubjeftion 5 
 teft, faith he, when I have e to nh; 1 el 5 


5 foul be a Maury. 1 Cor. ix. 7. 


Tbirdly, I am to ſhew, that what the Author condemns, | 
1 jy aſſerting that CHRIST ſhed his blood for all 
_ © men, for every individual, and Fat the greateſt part of 
c. mankind* (I ſhould chools to ia reat. part of them) 
will, notwithſtanding all that C Ya UST has 90 for 
1 8 MD tk 6 vs 
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that divine dofirine, © 


1 2 


here condemns, is plaitily, and in expreſs terms, taighth 
Scripture, and incorporated, or every where Was Wich 
I fhall inſiſt upon but a few of the many plain Texts: 
the firft ſhall be John iii. 16. For G0 D'ſo boved the world, 
that he gave bis only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth on 
bim ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life. (See alſo John 


i 29, and vi. 51. and xii. 48. 1 John ii. 2. and iv. 14. 


2 Cor. v. 19.) Here it is declared, that GOD gave hi- 
Sem (to death) for the world, the world of mankind, or men 


univerſally, as it muſt neceſſarily be underſtood; this being 
the proper import of the word; and any limited ſenſe of the 
Word not ſuiting the text and context, as the proper and 
comprehenſive ſenſe of the word doth : That a limited ſenſe, 
_ the elelt, as ſome would have it, cannot be the ſenſe of the 
word world, will appear; for reading it thus, that whoſo- 
| ever of the ele# believeth in him, ſhould not periſh, plain- 
98 ly ſuppoſes, that ſome of the ele may not believe, and 


may periſh ; which will not agree with the opinion T 
poſe, and cannot, therefore, be admitted by thoſe 


Who hold that opinion, Neither doth ſuch a limited ſenſe 
of the word world agree with the context; not with the 
words foregoing, ver. 14, 15. Aud as Moſes hifted up the 


ferpent in the 0 Numb. xxi. 8, 9. even ſo mut the 


Son of man be 74 up; that whoſoever believeth on him 


ſhould not periſh, but have eternal life. The Serpent was 


not for the relief of ſome only, but that all who were bitten, 
| by looking on it, might live: ſo CHRIS T was lifted up 


the Crofs, that not a certain deſtined number, but that all 


world, but that the world through bim might be ſaved. flow 


impertinent is this information, if the word world mean the 
celect? for who could imagine G O D's ſending his Sen for 
their condemnation ? ver. 18. He that believeth on him, is 
not condemned; but he that believeth not, is condemned al- 
ready; bicauſe be hath not believed on the name of the only be- 


gotten Son of GOD, Which words, in a limſted ſenſe, or 


by the word world, to undetſtand a certain ele? or parti- 


calar number, miſt be read or underſtood thus, His, of ry 
En ff | | ; ; wor 3 


who were ſtung by fin, tube ſoever of them that believeth on him 

ſhould not periſh, The Braſen Serpent, in its deſign and uſe, 
was not for ſome only, but for all who had need of healing; 

ſo alſo is CHRIST in his death appointed for the fa 
vation, not of ſome men, 8 the reſt; but for all that 

| believe, free for all. Not with the words following, ver. 

17. For GOD ſent not his Son into the world to condemn the 


5 world, for ſo the words if are lags SA. with ver. 1 
and 17, He, of the world, the elef, that believeth on him, is IT 
not con, emned : but he, of the world, the ele?, that believeth | 

| not, is condemned alrgady —So that taking the word warld, to 

mean the elef, it follows, that onl 3 of the ele be- 

| lieve, and ſo are not condemned; but that ſome of the ale 
believe not, and ſo are condemned: Such. abſurdities fol- 

blowing the limiting the ſenſe of the word world, evidently | 
| ſhews it is not /o to be underſtood, or with an ſuch limb 
tation, but inthe natural, common, extenſive ſignification ; 

and fo the text and context run ſmooth, and familiar with, 
or agreeable to the common uſe of language, which up- 


* 


on any other interpretation they cannot do; and ſo are un- 


deniably a declaration made by the Son of G OD of the 
univerſal extent of his FAT ER's love to mankind, of £ 


that he gave his Son (to die) for all men. 


The next Text I ſhall mention is Heb, ii. 9 9. ane 


5 he (JESUS) by the grace of GOD ſhauld taſte death for ” 


every man. Theſe words are fo very expreſs to the purpoſe, 
chat nothing but ſome plain neceſſity to underſtand them 
Otherwiſe, can juſtify our taking them in any other than 

the obvious, natural ſenſe: and as there doth not appear 


any neceſſity to depart from the plain and full ſenſe of 
them; ſo the Author's argu 55 confirms the ſame: he ſaith, 5 


duat our LO RD partook of the flaſb and blood, or naturs 
which was common to man, that he might deſtroy him that 


bad the power of death, under which all men were fallen; 
with which agrees 1 Cor. xv. 20, 21, 22, So that he i 
become, by being made flaſb, by his death, by his gloriqus 
 Teſurreflion, a Saviour common to the white human {he 
2 cles, of which he 100 part, or laid hold of. 
Another Text is, 2 Cor. v. 14, 15 ——We th 


2 128 


E that if one (CHRIST) died for all, then were 25 1 

and that he died for all, that they bie live, ſhould not . 

bienceforth live unto thenſelve, yr unto him which 2d fr or „„ 
them, and roſe again. In ver. 10. 13. the Apgſile had ſai 75 1 


h 1 muſt all appear before 5 judgment-ſeat 0 if HY; HRIS 
it 


th at every one may receive the things done in body, accords . 


i 22 to —* he bath done, whether it be good or LP r x q 


£& e, the terror of the LORD, we perf ade 
5 — _ al men, as much as lies in our power, malls 
becauſe, they. are all to be judged, according to Acts xvi, 
30, 31. Naw GOD commandeth all men. cuery wane je res 
int: becauſe he hath appointed. a. day in which be will judge 
the world. And as the Apoſtle, an his. fellow-labourers 
perfwaded all men, becauſe were to be judged, that . 
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on the wicked at that day; ſo the hb. 
for all did allo he br them to take the ſame courſe in per- 


. RS 
might eſcape the terrible wrath of G C Da which will fall 
7 


HRIST in dying 


ing men, Gentzles' as well as Jett, wherever they 


| Eime; they declared that GOD wat is CHRIST recon- 
Filing the world unte himſelf,” not imputing their treſpaſſes un- 


them: and as he had committed unto them the word, or 


== minifiry of reconciliation, they, as ambaſſadors for CHRIST, 
Aud as though GOD did beſeech, by them, they prayed, in- 
treated, n CARIST's flead, ſaying to men, be ye recon- 
tied to GOD, uſing this powerful argument, for he 
(GOD) hath made him (CHRIST) to be ſin for us; that is, 
2 ſacrifice for fin, or to ſuffer for ſin, that we might be mad: 
dhe reghitouſneſs of GOD in him: that is, GOD hath this 
e deſign, which he manifeſted by the Goſpel, that 


rough the death of his S O N, every ſinner who accepteth 


this bleſſed meſſage of reconciliation and peace, might be 
_ "owned as 7rightrous by him, their former 2 2 be- 
ing not imputed to them, ver. 18—21. This paſſage of 
Seripture, as it plainly ſays that CHRIST died for all, 
Por all that were dead; fo the whole of the context, the 
words before and after, manifeſtly agree to the ſalutary, uni- 
Ferſal extent of the death of CHRIS T. 
Another paſſage of Scripture in prooß of the ſame point, 
wy * y! the firſt fix verſes. Ver. 1. the Apoſtle 75 
Dori—ithat ſupplicationt, prayers, interceſſions, and giving of 
thanks, be made for all *. W W inks and for all 
dhzat are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life 
in all godlineſs and honeſiy. Ver. 3. For this is good and ac- 
etptable in the fight of GOD our Saviour. Ver. 4. Who 
will have all men to be ſaved, and to come unto the knowledge 
of the truth, The Apoſtle here enjoins that—prayers—be 
made for all men; not for ſome onl 
but er all men, without exception (he mentions kings and alt 
bat are in authority, becauſe ſo much depends on their good 


government; and perhaps, becauſe ſome Jewiſb zealots, and 


perſons tinctured by them, had not that regard to gover- 
nors which was their due). The Apyg/le enjoins prayers 
PVior all men, without exception, becauſe this is good and a- 
ot;  ceptable to that God our Saviour, who will have all men to be 
= ſaved, and to come to the knowledge of the truth: The all men 


whom G O D would have to be ſaved, muſt be underſtood in 
the ſame extent as the all men for whom—prayers—are to be 


made; for it can be no argument that prayers are to be made 
er all men, as a thing acceptable to GOD, becauſe GOD. 
wille or dgires (is ſpeak after the manner of men) the 4% 


__ 
wh IG Os Widys 5: * Foam. 
4 : 


* 'T + 4 9 
© 


y, of all ſorts of men, 


5 which the 


N C 15 } 
vation of ſome che reaſon,” thus winded, * : 
abundantly\ſhort of prov ing or inforcei bg 3 
ed: It neceſſarily follows, that G O D willet Oh or 175 


| GOD is ſaid to will or der- D ih tion of all nen 
file demonſtrates 10 ver. 5 and 6. 
there is one GO D, and one Mediator betiuaen (or 00 
and men, the man CHRIST 7E S Us, a gave to 7 5 
4 ranſom for all. That is, as t dere is on- GOD Stn 
1 2 arent at all mankind, ſo there is one Mediator deten 5 
: D and man, even the nan CHRIST: 72885 N 
who, as Mediator, gave himſelf a ranſom for all. i 


1 5 — to inſiſt on any other Scriptures which plainly 
1 deliver the ſame truth; that CHRIST died for all men, 
One would think this 46Qrine,” ſo agreeable to the Lowe of 
60, and to the neegſities of Men, ſhould: be ſufficiently. 
eſtabliſhed by ſuch a. chud of ' witneſſes, and prevent men 

having recourſe to any imaginary" ſcheme or reaſoning in 
oppoſition to ſuch full and glaring evidence: T ſhall conſider | 
 ſomeof theſe reaſonings ox objections in due place. 

I.!t is further to be n that as there are ſo ma 
plain Scriptures declaring this truth, that CHRIST 4 
for all, ſer every man; ſo alſo the main body or principal 

parts of Seripture· doctrine are built upon or ĩnelude the fame : 


4 truths, I ſhall [ener ſome „ 


SER 


. Put, The Ae Abe red with eat 1 100 the | 
Shephard, declaring the birth of CHRIST, ſays, | Behold, 8 


I bring you good tidings "gr of great Joy, which hall be to all peo : 1 
ple; fer unto. you'ts bern this tay, in the city of David, a Sa- = 


viour, which is CHRIST the LORD, Luke ii. 10, 11, 

And there' was. a multitude of the beavenly bet, praiſſi * 

60D, and ſaying, Gliry to GO Din the bigheft, on earth 
Fieace, good-will towards men, ver. 13, 14. Theſe words, 
good tidings of great joy, which ſhall be io all people, and of 


good-will tawards men, manifeſtly hold forth the univerſality 


as well as the greatneſs of the divine Love to men, in or by 
dude Saviour then born; for how can that be joyful tidings to 
_ people which only ſome of the people are concerned in, 
and the reſt can receive no benefit by? Or how can that be 
 good-will to men bern which is r for buy : 
Slows or {mall part of them Sal bs 4 


i Neben The Goſpel, the od nes from! GOD, is 
ordered to be preached to every creature, Mark xvi. 15. 
Can we imagine that CHRIST would iſſue out ſuch a 
declaration of good to men generally, and that there was 
no ſuch good prepared or intended for a great part of them? 
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„ Third! . 1 Ant, is, by the will 
Inke xiv. 47. Net, .G ON: commangeth all men every 
tohereto repent. Neis xvii. 30. The 4po/lle declares to ie 
people in the ſynagogue, generally, and without anyrheſi- 
3 Es Be it tum unto you, men and brethren, that through 

this man. (C HR ) ts preached unto you the forgiveneſs of 
Ant. Acts xiii. 38. The duty of repentance. being ,itioum> 
| bent on all nes, and the mercy of forgiveneſs of inis be- 
ing. promiſed to all the penitent, ſhews that the death of 
CHRIS T extends, in its ſalutary deſign, to | all ſinners, to 
all men: and ghit id g faithful ſaying, and worthy of all ac- 
ceptation, that CHRIST JESUS. came into the world to 
ae finnert. 1. Tim, i. 15, Sinners in general, or all fin 
nes, to whom ghergfere remiſſion or forgiveneſs of fins upon 


JJ ͤ c - Took AER | Þ SH 0s BE 
Fourthly, The Goſpel requires faith in CHRIST, of 
ll to whom it is declared, It made bnotun to all tiations for 
the obedience of faith. Rom. xvi, 26. This is the'wark of 
COD, that men believe on him whom he hath ſent. John vi. 
29, Mark i. rs, , The promiſe of pardon, liſe, and ſalva. 
tion, is made to the believer in GAHRIST. Ads xiii. 39. 
John iii. 36. and vi. 40. Mark xvi. 16. And the threat- 
ning of condemnation, andthe eternal turath of GOD, is de- 


nounced againſt the unbeliever. John iii. 18, 36. and viii. 24. 


Doth the GOD of truth require of men, on the penalty 1 
eternal damnation, 0 belieue in is Son, who, .notwith- 
ſtanding, died not for them? and conſequently there is no 
benefit for them in him, nor any foundation for their faith, 
though the want of it is their; utter ruin. Let it be far from 
us to impute ſuch a proceeding to the all- perfect, righteous, 
merciful BEING; who therefore requires all men to be- 
ieve in his Son, becauſe in him, by his death, there is life 
for them. And this is the record (or witneſs) that GOD 
hath given us eternal life; and this life is in his Son. He 
that hath the Son hath life : and he that hath not the Sou of 
GOD hath nd liſe. i John v. 11, 12. And ſo he that 
believeth not GOD hath made him a liar, becauſe he believ- 
cb nat the record (or witneſs, or teſtimony) that GOD 


— 
1 << 

oy 
4 


5 * f * ig life in . bu 
bene Abel mai te, 1 8 ODa evi in t.GO 


be true, 4 FR Wing that the e's life e We Rey ob Hemm in 
His bon! Fare ol AW upon undeniable evidence, 
tha 4 tife even fo them, who, b 
5 5 * AIST it 175 Wok fa periſh, The” ſame unh ob. 
ORD P vigil teacheth, 11525 be calls himſelf. Ihe bread 
_ of life. Jobg xi. 4995 42 Kd of GOD, which cometh 
down fro 77 ere "a7 12th q 70 87 the world. ver. 33. 
that a man, n y cat hag 775 faich h) and not die, but live 


| for ever: and "Boe brad et { will give is my Ji 1 
lb for the life ty {la world 4 mk $394. Sh. : 


'Fiſthly Tie i im \Mbility "Gt cle eſcaping th the future 
: wrath of 805 0 neg left the. ſalvation ſpoken the Sou 
of COD, and a ard by 14 that heard him. Heb. ii. 
3. chens eyid 97 that there was ſalvation in Chriſ, for 
ſuch neglecters; for in this caſe, w can a perſon negleft 2, 
good which is not poſſible "for him to enjoy, which 
was never deſigned for him? Or how can ſuch an imaginary 
 negleft be puniſbable with everlaſting deſtruction ® therefore 
” CHRIS died, not only for them who in the end are 


| 4 


_ ſaved by him; but alſo for them who are not ſaved, bor. 


_ cauſe of thar criminal negleft ; or, decauſe SOR yl * come 
1 him that they might have Mo: au 


5 Laſihy, The reſutrection of us dead is ne to K 
Kü 0 of CHRIST. Now is CHRIST riſen from 
ie dead, and become the fir fruits of them that ſlept : For 
Flunce by man came death, by man came alſy the reſurrection 1 
| the dead; for gs in Adam alt, tven ſo in CHRIST fhall 
all be mage alive. 1 Cor. xv. 20, 21, 22. Aud CHRIST 
died, and 70% again, that be might, be LORD and 


JUDGE, both of the dead and livin Rom. Xiy. SI 


rough Adam: offence all mankind were ſubjected to 
tw and through Chri/?”s obegtence, all mankind ſhall be 
g reſtored to life at the laſt day: Thus far the redemption that 
is by CHRIST is univerſal, or extends to af, And is it 
not reaſonakle to conclud 8 that through the goodneſs and 
_ obedience of the Son of G OD, all 7 ſhould be inte- 
Teſted in che whole of the CF” which G OD hath eſta- 
bliſhed upon it? Otherwiſe this part of redemption, inſtead 
of a benefit, proves unavoidably an unſpeakable, miſery to 
thoſe whoare raiſed from the dead, to be aſterwards * 
ed with everlaſting deſtruction. 
2 I have Benn by Plain Seriptare, ald by the der. 
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Hal dofirines contained in it, that CHRIST died, or 
his blood for all men, or that all might, On embracing de 
| Grace, held forth, therein, receive eternal hehehe thereby. 
r Dre r 
Much more might be added in proof of this, great truth; 
ſo that we have no rational” evidence to believe that 


freely vouchſafed unto them: and ſo all that 


is more conſpicuous in the univerſal extent thereof, than it 


"#9 


CHRIST, died for the benefft of only a,part of mankind, 


all the reſt being left to periſh fen eber. 


1 


ng to Scripture,- concluded of believed by all; 


f * That a, great part of men will, at laſt, periſh eternally, 
q is, . accord! | & | 
but the ſentiments of men, 28 t the;caule, are widely dif- 
| fering; ſome judging (at leafk 
other light) that thoſe who perifb tternally do thus periſh be- 
_ Cauſe they had no. Saviour afforded ,them :. but others judge 


LO 


can ſee their opinion in no 


among Whom I am one) that they periſb, as the Scriptures 


declare, not for want of a Saviour, but by their wilful unbe- 


that * CHRIST 


© 


_ © hath done and ſuffered for them', becomes in vain, or of 


+. +4 


- Fourthly, T obſerve, that to, alert hat che Alber con- 


demns is not Hlaſphemy ; and that the honour of GOD, bis 
wiſdom, - love, and power, as alſo the worthineſs of 


CHRIST ſtand unimpeached, and in full ſplendor, on 
the footing of the truth of theſe condemned affertions. 
Tuat to aſſert that CHRIST died, or ſhed his blood for 
all men, far every man, although all men in the end are not 
| faved by him, is not blaſphemy, appears from what I have 
_ obſerved under the laſt particular; except it be blaſphemy, 
or ſpeaking evil of G OD, to ſay or aſſert what is ſo abun- 
dantly declared in his word. To ſpeak of the mot High, 
and of his bleſſed Son, as the word ſpeaks, muſt be right 
| ſpeaking; I would therefore hope that the Author will recall 
bis imputation of blaſphemy to them who ſpeak no other- 


wie. Co Oh A oe OO = 
But the Author argues, that becauſe ſuch aſſertions re- 
TW © fle@ the greateſt diſhonour on GOD, his wiſdom, love, 
© and power, that therefore ſo to aſſert is even blaſphemy 
That ſo to aſſert is not to © reflect on the honour of 
_ © GOD, his wiſdom, love, and power,” and therefore not 
_ Blaſphemy, is what I am now to endeavour to make appear 
to the view of the Author, or any other of the like ſentl- 
ments, And, 5 a A, 


| Firſt, The honour of the Love of GOD in CHRIST 


can 


1 330 
van be, ſuppoſing it reaches only ſome part of mankind: 
te gloryof the Love of ibè Father of all men is ſadly eclipſed 
if it ſhines not forth upon all: The moſt amiable repreſen- 
tation of him is, GOD is, Love, 1 John iv. 8. and that the 
LORD is good to all. Pſal. exlv. 9. (thus he proclaimed 
his name to Moſes, the LORD, the LORD GOD, mer- 
ciful and gracious, &c.) that he maketh his Sun to riſe on the 
evil and on the good, and ſehdeth rain on the juft and an the 
_ unjuſt, Mat. v. 45. whoſe univerſal beneficehce herein is 
Propoſed by CHRIST to the imitation of his diſciples z 
© but where is the brightneſs and excellency of the divine ex- 
_ ample, if the bowels of bis compaſſion be ſhut up againſt à great 
part of men, with relation to their eternal happineſs? Or, 
doth not Love in GOD to men ſhine forth in much 
greater glory, by providing ſufficient means in his Son for 
their future everlaſting welfare, than even in all the com- 
forts of this life? Indeed the bounty and kindneſs of GOD 
to men in general, relating to this life, demands our admi- 
ration and gratitude ; but to imagine that this ſame kind and 
good Being hath no regard for the happineſs of very many 
men to the days of eternity ; but dooms or leaves them to 
encdleſs miſery, though they are equally the work of his 
'. hands as thoſe whom he loved fo as to fave eternally, is to 
| think very diminutively, very diſhonourably of the Love of 
600; to draw a very unlovely image of the FATHER 
of mercies, and in a very high degree to blemiſh or deface 
dis perfection, in the view of all his intelligent creatures, to 
whom ſuch a diſmal, diſcouraging, and forbidding repre- 
| ſentation is made, and in my judgment approaches, at leaſt, 
nearer to blaſphemy than thoſe opinions to which the Author | 
unjuſtly imputes it. The opinion, therefore, of the Love Wi 
ff GOD in CHRIST to all men, as it ſtands clear ß 
what is altogether unworthy of, and highly diſhonourabfe 
to the perfeclion of the divine Love; lo it is intirely con- 
ſiſtent with (and with the greateſt propriety, and to the 
| higheſt degree, ſets before the view of our minds) the mi- | 
nence, the amiabjeneſs, the immeaſurable greatneſs, tle honour 
and glory of this unalieniable property of the mw} e . 
hut it is objected, that if many of thoſe for whom  *TF 
CHRIS T died, do, notwithſtandiug, periſh eternally, 
this is a high reflection on the wiſdom, love and power 
of GOD exerciſed toward them, his end or intention 
in all ſuch being fruſtrated or defeated : the Devil run- 
ning away with the greateit part of the purchaſe of Fa 
CHRIS T's blood; and though we talk of all men be- [4 
ing redeemed by CHRIS T, yet the greateſt part of 4 
| > D + s tem | 
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the death of the wicked: but that the wicked turn from | 
and live; and therefore calls on them, Turn ye, turn e 
From your evil ways, ſor why will you die? Ez. xxxiii. 11. 


t 34 ) 


* them are in bondage to Sin and Satan: it is therefore 
more honourable to GOD to conclude that his wiſdom, 
7 — love and power do terminate in, or effect the certain ſal- 
_ vation of of thoſe for whom GOD gave CHRIST to 


c die; and conſequently, ſince all men are not, or will not 


4 be eternally ſaved, therefore C H RI 8 T died not for all 
s men. 


I échink I have oe repreſented the frength of the 1 


thor's argument for his own opinion, and againſt the con- 
trary, which I come now to conſider and examine. 


Firſt, I Ave, that as it is not ehnitaingd | in 1 ſerip- : 


; ture, either expreſsly or by neceſſary conſequence, that all 
for whom CHRIS 
rather the contrary, as I have already ſhewed; it is too 
 efſuming and bold to make the honour of the wiſdom, love, 
and potuer of GOD to depend on a point deſtitute of prof; 
which ought neceſſarily to reſt upon, and be _ to * 
pear by ind yputable evidence. ET 


T died ſhall certainly be ſaved, but 


Secondly, 1 odſerve.; that the ſuppoſing oh certainty of E 


| the ſalvation of all thoſe for whom CHRIST died involves 
this as a neceſſary conſequence, that GOD did not love, 
nor CHRIST die for the ſalvation of the reſt, an innu- 
 merable part of mankind, who, for want of an intereſt i ii the  . 
Love ef GOD, and in the death of CHRIST, muſt un- 
avoidably and without remedy be loſt for ever; which is 
directly oppoſite to the divine philanthropy, or Love 0 of 
60 D to men, which Creation and Providence lo loudly . 
| proclaim, and which is ſo much celebrated in the ſacred re- 
| cord of the divine will: The kindneſs and love of GOD our 
Saviour toward man appeared. Tit. iii. 14. His grace that 
bringeth ſalvation hath appeared to all men. chap. ii, 11. ho 
+ ſent his Son to be the Saviour of the world, 1 John i "57 
Mot 10 condemn the world, but that the world thro him might 
be ſaved. John iii. 17. who hath not only laid, but alſo ſworn 


by the Sreateſt oath, by his own life, that he hath no . * 


with much more to the ſame ae obvious to every My. 
tentive reader. e 


Thirdly, 1 1 chat the anne 1 of the 
ſalvation of a particular choſen number for whom on!y 


8 H RI ST died, reflects no "ey" on 80 D, with re- 
lation 


is way 


14. 146 007 1 hl 
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lation do the reſidue of men, who are leſt to petiſh eternal 
ly, without any means of relief or eſcape; but leaves an 
indelible mark of #:fhonour on his moſt excellent majefly + 
for I think it is generally agreed, that there was a ſufficient 
worthineſs in CHRIST to obtain the ſalvation of all: if 
ſo, and that it is by the mere will of GOD, reſtrained to 
ſome part of the fallen race of Adam; then the met HIG Bl 
acts herein, towards the greateſt part of his offspring, like 
the Oftriech, who is hardened againſt her young ones, as though 
they were not hers. Job xxxix. 16. and directly in the man» 
ner which he, by his Apoſtle, condemns in men, 1 John 
iii. 17. But whoſo hath this world's good, and ſeeth his brother 
have need, and ſhutteth up his bowels of compaſſion from him; 
| how diuelleth the Love of GOD in him? For GOD hav» 
ing in his hand the good of the world to come, and ſeeing 
_ the need of mankind, if he ſhut up his bowels of compaſſion 
from very many of them, it may, I think, with a holy re- 
verence, be aſked, How dwelleth the love of man in GOD? 
Beſides, GOD not only had ſufficient in his CHRIST 
to relieve al]; but did àlſo give forth this Hang. at the 
the ſame time, according to the opinion I oppoſe, with» _ 
holding the benefit thereof from very many, who, if he 
| had pleaſed, might have been eternally ſaved thereby: if 
ſuch a manner of proceeding be not highly di/honourable tu 
_ the love and goodneſs of GOD, I can hardly conceive what 
is. What notion could we entertain of the real love and , 
kindneſs of that man who pays down a price ſufficient for \ 1 
the ranſom of a thouſand out of ſlavery, but at the ſame ©? 
time will have but a hundred redeemed thereby? 
And further, it is no way honovrable to the wiſdom 
GOD, that the ſuper-abundance of the merit of CHRIST 
ſhould fall to the ground, be in vain, or come to nothing; 
or that ſo much of the greateſt worth, and which might. 
| have been beſtowed for the eternal benefit of many, who 
for want of it periſh for ever; I ſay, that ſo much worth, 
which might have been fo beneficially applied, ſhould be 
altogether waſted or fruitleſs, is no argument of wi/dom, but 
the contrary: therefore, the only wiſe G OD doth not at | 
or purpoſe aftef this manner in the gift or death of his Son, | 
| but altogether differing, even ſo as comports with and 
magnifies both his love and wiſdom, JJV 
If the Sovereignty of GOD be pleaded, and it be ſaid, 


5 e. 


Hie will have mercy on whom he will have mercy, and being 
2 debtor to no man, he might have withheld his mercy 
from the whole fallen race, and that he redeems any of #3 
them, whom he pleaſes, is matter of free grace: Ireply, the ©} 
Apgſile indeed pleads the 1 of GOD eu my 1 7 
* 7 whe-1, 2 
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| 4bbom, ot what manner of perſons he pleaſei,” in oppoſition to 
the conceit of the Jeu, that it ſhould be * to the ob- 
| ſervers of the law of Mies: but this ſeems plain, that if 

G0 had not redeemed fallen man, the honour of his love 

and mercy had not appeared as now it doth; and conſe- 
quently alſo, that it is more evident by extending the ſame 
to the wwhole, than to enly.a part of mankind. —- 


Fourthly, I obſerve, that the honour of the wiſdom of 
60 D in CHRIST the Redeemer appears in the ſuffici- 
ency of his worthineſs as the means, for the relief of all men, 

as the end, as well as for the relief of a part of them, as be- 
fore hinted: here is the wiſdom, as well as . goodneſs of 
| GOD diſplayed, in providing and uſing a remedy. both 
in its nature and extent ſuited to the condition of ſinful, 
periſhing, helpleſs men: for by the humiliation of CHRIST 
in ſubmitting to the infirmities, ſorrows, pains, temptations, 
and ſufferings, which all mortals are liable to, he is be- 
come a ſuitably qualified high-prieft, and interceſſor for all 
7 that come unte GOD by bim; who can have a feeling of our 
in firmities, ſeeing he was in all points tempted, hike as we are, 
wy wet without fin; and having ſuffered, being tempted, be is able 
tts ſuccour them that are tempted: in this the honour of the 
wuiſdom of GOD is diſplayed, that his bleſſed Son is thus 

| ſuitably qualified and diſpoſed to be a Mediator for all, as 
well as for any. Again, by the wiſe diſpenſation of GOD, 
the LORD JESUS hath power put into his hands ſuffi- 
_ cient for the benefit of all, as well as of a part of men; all 
Po tber in heaven and earth, to give forth laws, and to offer 
grace to all; to rule, aſſiſt, and protect his people, to raiſe 
| frm the dead, and to give eternal life to his followers 
HBeſides all this in CHRIST, which might more ſully 
de ſet forth, GOD, in his great wi/dom and compaſſion, 
fets before the view of men the vile, odious nature, and de- 
fructiue conſequences of Sin, to preſerve or deliver them from 
the dominon thereof; and, as I judge, often touches the 
the conſcience with a ſenſe of guilt, that the ſinner might 
be moved to flee from the wrath to come; offering pardon 
through CHRIST to every returning ſoul; preſenting to 
the view of the mind the Track, beauty, and happy conſe= 

quences of virtue and holineſs ; and inſtead of the groſs, fad. 
ing pleaſures of fin, propoſing peace with G0 D, peace of 
conſcience, the comforts of religion, and the joyful hope of eter- 
nal glory; inviting the foul to a fellowſhip with GOD and 
CHRIST, by exceeding great and precious promiſes, pro- 
miſes of acceptance, aſſiſtance, protection, and of eternal life; 
and by the dreadful threatenin_s of gverlz/7;ng diſtruction, 
3 deteriing 
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deterring perſons from entering into, or powerfully alarm 


ing thoſe who are already in the: broad way to deſiruction. 


Theſe and ſuch like means, ſuitably adapted to the condi- 

tion, to the eternal ſalvation of men and finners, doth 
'G OD in-his great wi/dom make uſe of, to awaken or ex- 
cite FEAR and HOPE, the great ſprings of action in 
men, thus diſplaying the | horeur of his wiſdom and love in 


uſing means ſo well adapted to promote the happineſs of 


men, and which means all enjoy in ſome degree, either 
more or leſs, where- ever the Goſpel comes. 


Fiſthly, The glory of the power of GOD, exerciſed in, 
or for the ſalvation of men, illuſtriouſly appears, in the 
miraculous conception (in the womb of the virgin Mary) 
and birth of the holy Son of GOD; in his bleſſed doc- 


trine; in his great and convincing miracles; in his reſurrec- 


tion from the dead; in the extraordinary effuſion of the 
holy Spirit, with power from on high, received by the Apoſtles 
and others, whereby the Geſpel was with a high hand con- 
firmed and ſpread in the world; and the preachers and pro- 
feſſors thereof wonderfully ſupported with courage and pa- 
tience, in the face of the greateſt oppoſition, both to labour 
in and to ſuffer: the greateſt hardſhips, even to death, for 
the glorious cauſe, their own ſalvation and that of others, 
E by the grace of GOD in CHRIST J E SUS: The 
rich benefit of all which the ſucceeding ages do enjoy, to 
whom the Geſpel comes thus divinely eſtabliſned, and by 
the power and providence of GO D preſerved and handed 


» 


_ . Further, it is to be noted, that beſides this wonderful 
"Power in founding and carrying on the Goſpel, there is in 
the Goſpel itſelf an intrinſic fitneſs and efficacious excellency* 

towards the ſalvation of men by faith: It is the power f 

GOD unt ſalvation to every one that believeth 5 for there 

i the rightequſneſs of GOD revealed, from faith to faith : as it 

is toriiten, the Jjuſi ſhall ve by faith: for the wrath of GOD 

is reucaled from heaven, againfl all ungodlineſi and unrighte- 

oufneſs of men, \who hold the truth in unrighteouſneſs. Rom. i. 
156, 17, 18. As the righteouſneſs of G OD, his merciful 
way aof juſtifying and accepting guilty returning finners, 


by believing, is made known by the Goſpel. Rom. iii. 21, 


Kc. and the wrath of GOD for ever denounced againſt 
the impenitent: This heavenly doctrine hath a great ſuita- 


 bleneſs and power. to bring every ſinner into the way of ſal- 
vation, and to preferve and eſtabliſh every ſaint therein. 
\ And every one that wi Goſpel hath the promi 
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1 the toly Spirit of G OD, the ſpirit of power, toh 
to ſtrengthen, to comfort them, by the 8 in 
operations thereof, by, and according to the ſacred oracle; 
and the promiſe alſo, that, perſevering to the end, the Sa- 
viour, the LORD JESUS, at his ſecond coming, ſhall 
1 change their vile body, that it may be faſhioned like unto bit 
14 glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even 
_—_ 4 ſubdue all things unto himſelf. Phil. iii. 20, 21. ſo ſhall they 
yer be with the LORD. 1 Theſs. iv. 17. free from all = 
forrow, and enjoying endleſs, never-fading, perfect happineſs. : 
Rev. vii. 16. 17. and other places. And J think it is evi- 
dent that this great power of GOD in CHRIST by the 
Goſpel,, is not confined to only ſome of the human race, but 
is wiſely, graciouſly, and fo ffetently eas 0/200 for the relief and . 
ſalvation of the whole. 

Thus, I think, the honour of the wiſdom; be and Potu- : 
er of G OD appears, by being exerciſed in ſuch a mannerias 
ſhews his deſire and intention (in the firſt place, or prima- 
rily) to be the ſalvation of all, by the redemption that is in his 
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_ obſerved, is confirmed by his grace Rey: made e Wy 2 
offered to all men by the Goſpel, 8 = 
it de objected, againſt the univerſality of the grace sf 5 
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It = þ+ = to whom the Goſpel hath not or doth not come, „ 


4 great 6 = the reaſons of his differing diſpenſations to 

men, in affording greater means, opportunities, capacities, or 
the like, to ſome than to others, is, I judge, beyond our reach; 
the ways of G OD, who perfecily knows every concur- 


found admiration cry out in the words of the Apoſtle; © 
' the depth of the riches both of the Wiſdom and knowledge of - 


pot finding out ! Rom. xi. 33. but ſuch things as theſe 
| Which follow we may know, and it wap be very uſeful to 


conſiders 1 viz, 


I. As: to ariginal e 60 D, "Sha may * nt 

he pleaſes with his own, beſtows them in any kind or de- 

re as he ſees fit: as he hath made a variety of crea- 

woos ſome Angels in a higher ſphere of being, ſome Men 
in 


Sen CHRIST FESUS; which, as hath been already, 


60D in CHRIST, that there are many nations of 


_  whereit is greatly clouded by prevailing error and ſuper- 

* ſtition: how then doth it appear that GOD deſires their 
ſalvation to whom he affords not the means thereof, or in 
3 much leſs degree ? I anſwer, the judgments of GO D are 


ring circumſtance in all caſes, are not to be comprehended 
by finite mortals: and, in theſe reſpects, we may with pro- 


08 2 D ! how unſearchablg are his judgments, and his ways _ 


5 . 33 
in a lower; fo among Men he diſtributes different Faculties, 
Stations, and Opportunities in liſe: to one he gives five Ta- 
ſnts, to another two, and to another one, ſeverally as he 


_ pleaſes; without any impeachment of his Fuftice, and to 


| the glorious diſplay and illuſtration of his Wiſdam; ſo may 
he alfo beftow different advantages and favours on different 
—_—_ * e ee ee ee 


2. Tboſe Perſons or Nations who enjoy the leaſt means 


Hhaaye ſufficient to lead them to know and believe in GOD, : 
to believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that 
diligently ſeek him. Heb. xi. 6. and fo to come to him ac- 


ceptably. For the inviſible things of him, even his eternal 
power and Godhead, from the creation of the world are cleur- 


by ſeen, being underſtood by the things that are made: thus, 
that which may be known of GOD i manifeft in (or to) 


men, i GOD hath fhew:d it unto them. Rom. i. 19, 20. 
The he 


| and gave s rain from heaven, ene, Fg ee 
| bearts with food and gladneſs, Acts xiv, 16, 17. By 


_- | 1 1 {48 = 3 
ation and providence the moſt HIGH graciouſly diſcovers 
himſelf in his power, wiſdom and gogdneſ to men, whom 


he hath made capable to receive theſe diſcoveries, hat the 

 foould ſeek the LORD, if haply they might feel after him 
and find him; though he be not far from every one'of us; for 
in him we live, and move, and have our i, 27 
28. And they, who enjoying theſe means and capacities, 


do not know, believe in, and 0h the great Creator and 


* 


fountain of good, are without exciſe. 
e UC ARE ne 


3. GOD' will, at the laſt day, proceed in judgwient 


with men, according to what they had or enjoyed, not ac- 

tia not enjoy > our LORD 
| Heclares the rule of future judgment in theſe words; Unto 
wohomſacver much it given, off him ſhall much be required, 
Luke xii, 48. Agreeable to the ſame rule of equity, to 


| cording to what they had not, or 


whomſoever leſs is given, of him ſhall leſs be required; and 


If there be any to whom nothing is given (as is the caſe of 


Infants and Idiots) of ſuch nothing will be required: Thus, in 
te parable of the zalents, the ſervant who improved the 2 
he had received, was equally accepted with him who im- 


D 4 clude, 


avens declare the glory of GO 5. — there is no ſperch 
nor language where their voice is not heard. Pal, xix. r, 3. 
So as to thoſe nations, who did not enjoy an expreſs reve- 
lation as the Fews did, the Apeſtle ſays, Nevertheleſs, be 
(GOD) left not himſelf without witneſs, in that he did gad, 


ave our being. Acts xvii. 27, 
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proved the five he had received; and there is reaſon to con- 
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vito you 0 
jou ſaying, "0 do not this abominable thing that I hate: But 
they hearkened not, nor inclined their ear to turn from their wicks, 


1 40 7 
FR that. if he who N but one had improved that 
ene, he ſhould have been accepted alſo: and it is remarkable 
that none are called to account but thoſe who had received 
one Talent or more. According to the different diſpenſa- 


tions men have lived under, ſo will their future judgment bez 
as many as have finned without law, ſhall 40% per ſh without 


law; and as many as have finned in the law, al be judged 


: by the law, a ti. 12. And ver. 14, 15. the Apoſtle 


aer ſuppoſes that the Gentiles which have not the (written) 


lam, may, by nature, (by the power given them to diſcern 
_ the. fitneſs of actions) do the things, I ſuppoſe the moſt ſub, 
ſtantial things, contained in the L lay, and ſo ſhow. 
the wark of the law written in t 
capacity, which, as intellectual creatures, the Creator hath 
beſtowed on them, to know, in a Sr meaſure at leaſt, 
What is right, and to act accordin And thoſe who 
| have lived under the doctrine of C H Ret 
will of GOD concerning men is moſt 0 made known. 
the pn which be hath ſpoken, the ſame ſhall Judge them in the, 
loft'd 19y, Tien xii, 48. r much to n (i u be or ſolve e the Eq 


| mai 


ir hearts, ot that internal | 


T, by whom the 


NN what hath aa, PEPE offered to hey that 9 


of deſire or primary intention of GOD, is the eternal 
ſalvation of all men by CHRIS T, even of thoſe alſa 


who at laſt periſh; the earneſt and pathetic wiſhes, e poſtun, 


5 nn complaints, and lamentations of GOD and CH IST 
are undeniable evidences thereof: I will bring to view 2 
few of them. O that there were ſuch an heart in them, that they 
would fear, me, and keep, all my commandments always, that it 
5 mi ght & 2 well uith them, and with their children for ever. Deut. 
Vi. 29. faith the LORD concerning the children of Iſrael, 
=_ —_. 2 carcaſes ſoon aſter ſell in the wilderneſs through | un». 


elief; and the force of this and other like ſcriptures is not to 
e evaded by faying that hey. relate to temporal proſperity 


or evil; for if GOD be ſo ſolicitous in what concerns 
mens preſent ate, the reality of his Love will much more 
move him to regard their eternal fate, which is of Ae — 
: Feen . and the Author to the Hebrews plain a ; 


= and argues, that unbelief will ſhut out of the etern 
as it prevented the 1/razlites entering into the land of 
Cangan, ; 12 xliv. 4, 5, the LORD fays, Howbeit, I ſent 

my ſervants the prophets, riſing early and | ſend; ng 
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the. LORD calls on the wicked inhabitants of Fudab and 
| Jeruſalem to repent, ver. 16, 17, and ver. 18, 19, addreſſes 
them in the moſt moving and condeſcending goodneſs z 
| Come mow, and let us reafon together, faith the LORD: 
Though 1 be at ſcarlet, they ſhall be as white as ſnow 3 
red like crimſon, they ſball be az wool, If ye 


though they ſon, 
bse willing, and obedient ye ſbell et the goed of the land, Jer, 
xiii. 27. J have ſeen thing adulteries, and thy neighings, the 
 lewdneſs of thy whoredom, and thine abominations on the hills 
inthe feldss, wo unto thee, O Teruſalem, wilt thou not be 
made clan? 'when ſhall it once be? Phlal, Ixxxi. 13, 14, 0 
that my people had bearkened unto me, and Iſrael had walked 
in my ways! 1 ſhould ſoon have ſubdued their enemies, &c, 
| faith GOD of the people whom he gave up to their own 
hearts luſt; and they walked in their , own. counſels. ver, 12, 
Iſaiah xlviii. 17, 18. T hes, ſaith the LO R D. thy redeemer, 
| the bo, Que of 1 adl,. I en the LORD thy GOD, which 
 teacheth thee to profit, iubich liadeth thee by the way that thou 
Deulaſt go. . O that thou had/i hearkened to my commandments, 
then bad thy, peace been as 9, river, and thy rightequſneſs as 
nl 3 the ſea. Chap. Ixy, 2, J have ſpread out my ö 
bands all the dey unto a rebellious people, which walketh in a 
quay that was, not good, after: their own thaughts.. John, im A 
1 8 theſe, words of our LO RD to the 
Jus, Theſe things I ſæy, ibat ye might be ſaved. Matt. 
Axiii 37. our, LORD Gays, O Jeruſalem, 'Feruſalem, than 
| that killet the prophets, and ſloneſi them which are ſent unto thee, ſ 
| bow often would I have gathered thy children together, even as 
 @ hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye-would not 
Ver. 38. Behold, your houſe. is leſt unto you. deſolate. Luke 
ix. 41, 42, Aud when be was come near, he beheld the city, . 


_ ond wept over it; ſaying, I thou hadft known, even. thou, ace 
teaft in this day, the things which belong unto thy peace! but 
vor they are hid from thine eyes: then he denounces their ©! 

deſtruction, and the cauſe of it; becauſe thou knewe/t | 


not the time of thy viſitation. The vehemency of ſuch ex- 
pPreſſions unto, and concerning men and women, imply 
 Þrong dejires of their happineſs, and by no means conſiſt 
with a decree of reprobating or leaving to periſh for ever a 
great part of mankind, without any poſſibility. of eſcaping; 
Except we could view the moſt holy, ju Being, the GOD 
_ ef truth, as acting a moſt vile, and abominable part (which 
let it never enter into our hearts); like unto that which 
David expreſles, Pal. Iv. 21. The words f his mouth were 
{moather than butter, but war,was in his heart: his words 


Were foſter than ail, yet were they drawn ſwords, = 1 
deer them ei get were thy 1 
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k My being ſo large in ſhewing the reality of the gracious 
intentiohs and defires which are in GOD of the happineſs 
of all men, is with this view, that the truth thereof may be 
evident and unqueſtionable, as well as this truth, that in 
the end all men, notwithſtanding, will not be eternal | 
faved; that ſo it may be juſtly concluded, that foraſmuch 
as the former is true, as well as the latter, therefore the in- 
kon ſiſteney, which to ſome perſons may ſeem to be, in ad- 


mitting both theſe for true, is not real; but ariſes from ſome 
miſtake, ot from not conſidering ſome material things relating 


to theſe points: and that foraſmuch as all truth is uniform, 


conſiſtent with each other, there muſt needs be an agree- - : 


ment between theſe two; and ſuch a view of them as in 
Which they may appear reconciled, whatever difficulty here- 
in may be in the way of ſuch perſons who have been ac- 
cuſtomed to a different manner of thinking. 

l am inclined to think that the deſires or gracious inten- 
tions of G0 D, reſpecting the ſalvation of all men; and 
that many men do or will fall ſhort of ſalvation; that theſe 
| two are judged'inconfiſtent or irreconcileable, becauſe there 


- is not that juſt diſtinction made or obſerved between the d- 
| fires or intentions, and the Hecrees of GOD, which there 


really is, and which attended to, may clear up the 2 1 


and which, therefore, I ſhall now take ſome notice of. 


What GOD abſolutely decrees he will exert his power 
to bring to paſs, certainly or without fail, ſo as no obſta- 


dle, no conſideration whatever ſhall hinder its accompliſn- 
ment: thus (to mention ſome particulars) he hath decreed 


_ that all men ſball once die; that all men ſhall be raiſed from the 
dead, and bright to judgment; that all the righteous who die 
in CHR 187. Hall 3 eternally” happy ; and that all unbe- 

lievers and wicked perſons fhall periſh eternally: but in the ex- 
ecution of his' gracious intentions and deſires relative to the 

_ happineſs of men, G OD doth not work after this abſolute 

manner fo as certainly to produce the event; but yet af- 

| fords to men ſuch a filneſs or ſufficiency of means and power 


as, was it not for their inexcuſable conduct, would anſwer . 


or accompliſh the happy end, viz. their eternal ſalvation. I 
| ſhall mention ſame inſtances whereby it appears that the 


applications of GOD to men, in the granting means wiſely | 


adapted, and abundantly ſufficient for their good, are not 


Y accompanied with ſuch a Power ' as centaltily to effect the 5 
ſame. 58 | 


_ © The gracious talen of GOD toward the oh world 
of ungodly men are evident by his Spirit ſtriving with them; | 


A by his Umg-ſuffering waiting; by the admonitions of Noah, 
a preaches 
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cCorrigible, at laſt 7 came, and deſlroyed them all. 


Ide children of Iſrael, to whom the wonderful power 


of G0 D was manifeſted in Egypt, at the Red Sea, and 


in the wilderneſs, for their deliverance and preſervation; 

| who had the promiſe of entering into and poſſeſſing the 
luand of Canaan; notwithſtanding they ſuw the ' glory" of 
60 D and his miracles, which had a gracious tendency to 

pfeſerve and confirm them in faith and obedience,” yet theß 
tempted the LORD, and by their nurmurings and unbe- 
lief, cauſed him to ſwear in his wrath that they ſhould not 
enter into his reſt; but that all of them who came out of 
Egypt, from twenty years old and wpwerds, their cartaſes 


ſhould fall in the wilderneſs, and they ſhould knino his breath 


of promiſe, or | altering of his purpoſe: never did the A. 
"mighty fo powerfully, ſo viſibly, fo graciouſly make him 
ſelf known to any other people as he did to them for their 

good; but did- not, in hit wiſdom, think fit to neceſſitate 
their faith and loyalty; and they, notwithſtanding the high 

band of G0 D, and his yoodneſs to them, ſufficient to have 


2 4 


Ĩ be ten tribes of /ſrael, who, for the idolatry of Sol- 
man, were rent from the houſe of David, and given to Fe. : 
roboam, were by him ſeduced to idolatry, . 7 he had 
I | S ways, 
by the prophet who told him he ſhould be king; and a 
Warning in the drying up of his hand, which he put forth _ 
againſt the man of GOD, who declared againſt his idola- 
try; and its being reſtored at the prayer of the man of 
80D; though he and his people had, or might have had, 
the law of GOD, teaching them otherwiſe; yet they con- 
tinued in idolatry, and the ſucceeding kings and people 
taking the ſame evil courſe, although G OD ſent them di- 
vers prophets” to reclaim them, and gave a viſible teſ- 
timony by fire from heaven falling on and conſuming the 
of Elijab, of his being the true GOD, in oppo- 
ſition to the falſe gods they worthipped; yet, notwithſtand- 
ing the many means and applications of GOD to them 
tor their reformation, they perſiſted in their wickedneſs; 
till at laſt GOD removed Iſrael out of his fight, as be bad 
ſaid by all his ſervants the prophets ; and they being carried 
away captive out of their land, ſtrangers from remote na- 


- wrought upon them, periſhed in their re b ens? 


a2 ſolemu admonition given him to walk in GO 


ſacrifice 


tions poſſeſſed the ſame in their ſtede. ere 
The tribe of Fudab, who clave to the houſe of David, 


„ pride of righteonſneſt to them: G0 D gave hem timely 
and ſufficient warning, but did not think fit to exert a power 
io neceſſitate "their reformation,” and, they continuing in- 


free ee 


: TE me 
\ \ 
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they alſo, and many pf their kings, gave into idolatry and 
other wickedneſs, to their deſtruction, although:GOD uſed 
eat means to recoyer them, and prevent their ruin: a 

ſummary account wheteof we. bave in 2 Chrog. xxxvi. 14, 

cc, Morsouer, all the. chief the priefis, and the people, 
tranſgreſſad very. much, after all the\abominations af the hea- 
an por polluted the bouſe of the LO RD, which'he had hal- 

 deawed in Fern em. And the L OR D.G D' of their fa- 
thers ſent iu them: by his meſſtngers, riſing up detimes (that is, 
Spntinually. and carefully) and ſending. becauſe be bad com- 
| Paſſion, on .his/. people, and on his. dwellitig-place s. but they 
mocked the meſſengers of OD, and deſpiſed bis words, and 
miſuſed bit prophets, until the turath of the;L ORD aroſe 

_ " again/? bis people, till there aas n remedy... I ſee na reaſon 

to queſtion the\ ſeriouſneſs, ſincerity and ſufficiency of the 

means GOD. uſed for the reformation and happinels both of 

1 fael and Fudah, had they attended thereto as they might 

and ought, ta have done; therefore GOD, though verß 

| gracious to them, who doth all things wiſely, did not ſee 

11 t fit to ovex- rule their wills, or conſtrain them by his migbh- 

Up 1 ty power to be obedient and happy. e n vel ee 

And to come to the Geſpel time, what wonderful engag⸗- 

1:1 ing means did GOD. make uſe-of iththe; Jews, to over- 

come their ſtubbornneſs and to ſecure them from ruin] They 1 

5 had the miniſiry ef John, the forerunner of CHRIS T, who 
by his manner of life and dectrine was generally acgounted 
Aa juſti man and a prophet, he called them to fepontance. 

py "Lt had alſo the fer/onal-mini/firy of the-I, OR DJ E- 
SUS, whaſe heavenly docteine was delivered with great 

and amazing authority: never man ſpale like him: his mil- 

ſion and doctrine proved to he divine,: by the numerous, vi- 

; ſible, mighty, and bene ficent: mirgcles which he wtoughtz 
by bis ſpotleſs life 3 and ſealing; his doctrine hy his death; 
by his refurrettion, atteſted. by ſufficient witneſſes; and by 

the extraerdinary | uin of | the holy Spirit, enabling his 

Apo/iles and others of his diſciples to ſpeak languages they had 

never learned, and to work undeniable miracles for the con- 

ſrumation of the Geſpel which they: preached. This graci- | 

7 ous method of proceeding, ſo powerfully. conyincing, did 

14. bring many to the faith; but the main body of this people 


remained in unbelief, whereby they were caſt off from be- 

ing GO D's people; and by their oppoſition to the GoHpel, 
as well as their unbelief; by their killing the prince of life; 
perſecuting his diſciples; and by a pertinacious reſiſting ſo 

great means and opportunities of knowledge and grace 

(wiſely adapted, and therefore certainly in the firſt place 

8 „„ J 
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intended to lead them to happineſs) * cams upon then 
to the uttermoſ? ; they, together with their city and templey 
were deſtroyed, and became deſolate beyond any example, 
Now as we judge of the fincerity of a man (againſt which 
we can have no reaſonable objeQtion) by his words, pro- 
| feffions and behaviour, ſo certainly the kind,” winning and 
every way engaging manner of the proceedings of GOD 
pit the children of men ſhould not ſuffer us to doubt of 
his kind regard toward chem, and his real deſire of their 
bappineſs; and that he goes ſo far toward the accompliſhing 
bis deſired end as is conſiſtent with his wiſdom as well aas 
his Goodneſt; although he doth not, for very juſt reaſons 
irreſiſtibly accompliſh their obedience and happineſs; their | 
own willing concurrence being required. os 
From theſe inſtances it appears, that though GOD 1 
really deſires, and accordingly uſes fit and ſufficient means 
for the good and happineſs of men, means ſuited to their 
intelligent nature, yet many men fall ſhort by their own 
fault of that good and happineſs which he deſires they m Tl 
enjoy, and which he intends them on fit conditions. 
two points, viz, that GOD really intends the happineſs 4 
| falvation of all men; and that many men will miſs of that 
Hhappineſs or ſalvation which GOD at firſt intended for 
them, appear to be beth true. Theſe deſires or intentions of 
60, do not infer the certainty of all mens happineſs; 
| becauſe they are to be underſtood with a juſt limitation, and 
not like the decrees of GO D, which adit of no Ry 
BÞ of not effecting the things deſigned. 
And if it may be to make the matter more Mon how it | 
| comes to paſs that the real intentions of GOD to make 
men happy, do not always obtain or effect their end, let - 
wy the PEAT oa, anne be conſidered. 
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5.40 GOD requires that men dd to IE? bien = 

- raceand will, diſcovered to them either by the Goſpel or other. © 

5 wiſe, in order to their happineſs, as hath been already ſhew- 
ed: be requires Faith, Repentance and Obedience; and 

8 therefore notwithſtanding his gracious intentions to them, 


the Unbelieving, Impenitent, TIN ate, th men "O00 
= not de happy. e 


e That G 0 D requires af men the; ir attending! to and 
* his Grace and will is juſt and fit; in the nature 
of the thing it is ſo, viz. that men to whom ſuch great fa- 
vours and benefits are freely ofered, ſhould receive and en- 
2 tertain them. with a ready and chankful mind; it ſeems bo 
e 
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he ite dee u e to rc real benef 
chereby. And, * 


7 What GOD in | this WY requires of - men he hath 
given them a capacity to perform, therefore it is jul or 
fight to require it; for he requires nothing of his creatures 
that is impoſſible or beyond their power; nor will he ever- 
laſtingly puniſh them for doing what they could n nes reer 
or for not m what they: had not power to an 


< It i is plain then that the ein of mens he ruin is : 


not the want of grace and means from GOD to prevent it, 


but their refuſing his counſel and gracious invitations, their 
reſiſting his holy Spirit, the neglefting the ſo great ſalvation 
declared to them, or putting from themſelves that bleſſed word 
which the GOD of grace ſends them to guide them to hap- 
pineſs. It is not any want on G OD's part that men are 
not happy at laſt: the failure is on man's part, when he 
| doth not what he might or ought to do, even what is ne- 
cedſſary in the nature of the caſe, and, by divine appoint- 
5 W to 4 foe * for, and to ſecure the n. _ 


2 TY „Man is PWR to bs ako. as he dips is, inz * 
| Rate of trial in this life, where difficulties are in the way of 


his holineſs here, and happineſs hereafter : preſent objects 


Court his ſenſes ; and thoſe natural appetites of the body, 1 
and thoſe paſſions or afections of the mind, implanted in the 


human conſtitution for wiſe purpoſes, are liable to deviate 


from the ſame, and to be perverted to wickedneſs; there are 
alſo many bad examples to miſlead by imitation; and the 
Devil, by mens careleſneſs and carnal indulgence, is ready 
to get advantage of them, to work on them for evil; for 
be walketh about, is ever buſy ſeeking whom he may devour : | 
but as GOD appoints or permits men this trial, ſo he gra- 
_ Ciouſly informs them of it; he advertiſes them of theſe dif- 
Fculties; and warns them of theſe ſnares and dangers; and, 


| not only ſo, but alſo affords them directions and aſſiſtances, 


that in the uſe of their endeavours they may overcome the 

_ difficulties, and eſcape the ſnares and dangers, go through 
their trial well, and be accepted of their merciful and righ- 
teous Judge; for he doth not leave them in danger without 
| ſufficient help to deliver them, or ſuffer © the Devil to run 
away with them,” but by their own great fault. See page 
47, 48. There hath no temptation taken you, faith the 


Apoſtle, but * as is common to men; but GO Di is e 
5 


8 . 
ful, who will. not fuffer you to be tempted above that ye are. 
21 but will. wh the temptation N way to 5 Joly 
that ye be able to bear it. 1 Cor. x. 13. And ſuch a 
gracious urance of regard and ſuccour in all our tempta- 
tions is given to excite our endeayours, as appears from the 
following exhortation ; WY berefore, my dearly beloved, flee from 
idolatry, which was one particular caſe the Apoftle had in 
view. GOD doth not leave men under © the curſe of the law, 
< or in @ vain converſation, or in bondage to Sin and Satan,” 
without ſufficient means and power given them for their deli- 
' werance and freedom; which if they do not make uſe of, but 
remain the willing ſervants of Sin and Satan, the conſe- 
J ot ain 
Let none think hard of GOD becauſe he appointeth to 
men a time of tri al, in which they may poſſibly miſcarry 
by their own fault, not otherwiſe; for behold, there is 
eternal Glory at the end to ſuch as quit themſelves well; and 
ſurely this is enough to engage our great and conſtant dili-  Þ} 
| gence, as we are exhorted 1 Pet. i. 13, 2 Pet. i. 10, It, 
and iii. 13, 14. It is . probable that GOD never 9 
brings any of his actual intelligent creatures to a confirmed 
never- to- be- loſt ſtate of happineſs, without their paſſing 
through a proper time and ſtate of trial; for this ſeems to 
de the caſe even of Angels, for many of them ſinned, kept 
not their firſt eflate, but left their own habitation. O let us, 43 
before whoſe view GOD hath placed an incorruptible 
crown of glory, ſo run, in the ſtrength of GO D, that we 
may obtain it: Then ſhall we be placed above the reach of 
Sin and Satan, in confirmed holineſs, and never fading 
happineſs. It is but a ſhort time of warfare that is allotted 
us, but endleſs peace and joy is by the faithful GOD pro- 
_ mailed to him. that ene . ---. 


6. Tt is to be conſidered that though G OD affords gra- 
cious, powerful, ſufficient means for the happineſs of men, 
and what was, or is out of their power, he hath done, or 
will do for this end, viz. the ſending his Son, the affording 
bis Goſpel, or other means, the reſurrefion of the dead, 
| Which being out of man's reach, are his free gift to them: 
and though he hath power, ſtrictly ſpeaking, to bring men 
certainly to happineſs; yet it doth not appear that he @ 
uſeth his power, and in a ſenſe it may be ſaid he cannot if 
it be contrary to his wiſdom, which is as eſſential to the 
divine perfection as power is. G OD can do nothing that 
is not truly wiſe ; he worketh all things aſter the counſel of his 
ewn will, Eph, i. 11, not barely o/ter his ewn twill, but ac- 
| cording 


* 


ecbrding to aun. Thus he Hy, Thalah h. ftom the bes 
ginning, that he having uſed proper and | 


| great means for 
he fruitfulneſs of his vineyurd, or that the howſe of Tſrael and 
the men of Tudah might be pious and virtuous, he calls on 
them to judge between him and his vineyard, ſaying, ver- 
4. What could have been done more to my vintyard, that I 
Have not done in it? wherefore, when I locked that it ſhould 
bring farth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes? That 
_ GOD had done ſufficient for his people's holineſs, and 
conſequently for their happineſs, appears, becauſe he looked 
for grapes, good grapes, and complains of their bringing 
forth wild grapes, that is, that they were not holy, but 
wicked: and that he could, power only confidered, have 
done more for them, have made them holy, and thereupon 
happy, cannot be denied; yet his queſtion fully implies that, 
all things conſidered, he could not, in a right and fit way, 
' Have done more for them than what he had done, + 


Ik GOD ſhould work irre/j/tibly to make men holy and 


bappy, he would in fo doing counter- act his own work in 
men, or act in oppoſition to that very nature or freedom of 
will and agency which he has given them. That men are 
indued with a power of judgment, choice, and voluntary afit- 

en, is evident by the applications which GOD, who per- 


8 fectly knows their conſtitution, makes to them: he diſcovers 


to them his glory, his love, his power and his wiſdom, 7 


g ̃tion, by providence, by the goſpel; he invites, perſuades, 


commands, promiſes, warns and threatens them; which 
would be altogether a vain method of proceeding, far be- 
neath infinite wiſdom, if men had not a power from GOD 
(let that be always noted) to attend to ſuch diſcovertes, to 
| hearken to ſuch invitations, &c. ſo as to be influenced 
thereby in their will, affections and practice, for their hap- 
 pineſs : I ſay, if this, method G OD uſes with them be nt 
— ſufficient to work on them for their good, or if they have 
not power to receive benefit thereby, this manner of pro- 


ceeding is altogether uſeleſs, as it can do men no good; 


but if an irreſiſtible hand of GOD is neceſſary to oy ; 
men to holineſs and happineſs, an irreſi/tible power cannot fail 
of doing theſe, without the intervening of any other method; _ 

but foraſmuch as GOD uſes the method with men as beſore- 
mentioned, it is a plain argument both of the porwer of atten- 
lion, choice and voluntary action which is in them; and alſo 
that GOD doth not neceſſitatingiy determine or conſtrain 


the will and actions of men for their goed and happineſs. By I 


the way, I conceive that the operations of the boly Spirit 
in the minds of men agree w.th the ot her method of 9 
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with them, viz. that Wick the mind is moved, excited, and ; 


inclined; but not neceſſitated unto good, 


Again, if GO D works irre/jfibly on men, ſo that they 


cannot but be and do good, their goodneſs thus produced hath. 
no virtue or praiſe-worthineſs in it; and on the other hand, 
wicked men cannot be juſtly charged with vice or blame, 
becauſe they cannot be otherwiſe than wicked, unleſs 

GOD wotk irreſiſtibly on them, which he doth not. So 


that this opinion of the neceſſity of irre/i/tible grace or power 0 
deſtroys the very being of virtue and vice in men; and ren- | 
ders them uncapable, or puts them out of the reach of a ſuture 
judgment, and of receiving according to the deeds done in the 
budy, except in a very arbitrary manner, and ſo as juſt con- 


ceptions of the great Judge will by no means admit of. 


7. When GOD or men do that which hath a natural, 
proper and direct tendency to produce ſuch or ſuch effefts, 
thoſe eis are in Scripture aſcribed to GOD or men re- 
ſpectively, though they ſhould not be, or are not actually 
produced: thus our Saviour chargeth him who ſhall put away 
| bis wife for any other cauſe than Fornication, with cauſing 


ber to commit Fornication, Matt. v. 32, whether the woman 1 


thus put awey committeth Farnication or not; becauſe he 
doth that which hath a great fendency thercunto. Thur 
|  olfo, he who eats to the offence of a weak brother, is 2 00 = 
by the Apeſile with dgſireying him with his meat for whom 
CHRIST died. Rom. xiv. 15, 20. that is, with doing that 
which is apt, or hath a fendency to occaſion his deſtruction, 
| Whether he be a&ually deſtroyed or not. In the like manner 
of ſpeaking GOD expreſely fays, that he had purged Feru- 
| ſalem, and yet in the ſame place alſo ſaith that Jeruſalem, 
notwithſtanding, was not purged Ezek. xxiv. 13. In thy 


A is lewdneſs (great wickedneſs and deſperate obſtina- 


ty with this is that tender expoſtulation, O Jeruſalem, wilt 
thou not be made clean? when ſhall it once be? Jer. Xili. 27. 
So the goodn:ſs of GOD is ſaid to lead them to repentance, 
| Who at the ſame time, by hardneſs and an impenitent heart, 


ir eaſure up to themſelves wrath againſt the day of wrath. 


g | Rom. 


ecauſe I HAVE PURGED THEE, AND THOU © 
 HWFAST NOT PURGED, thou ſhalt not be purged from thy 
Fllibineſi any more, till I have cauſed my fury to reſt upon thee. 
GOD is ſaid to have purged Feruſalem, becauſe he afforded 
her proper and ſufficient means for her purging, as his Word, 
Prophets, &c. though Jeruſalem, by her rebellious obſtina= 
cy, hindered the working of theſe gracious means, and ſo 
her actual or real purging was not effected. Of ſome affini- | 
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Rom, ii. 4, F. meaning, that the Patience fnd Long-ſu 7" 


of G OD, by affording them Opportunities and Encourage- 
ments, had a gracious and plain tendency to their Repentance, 


had not their criminal Indaigence hindered the lame, and ef- 


fected their Ruin. 
And in the ſame way of Loki the living GODi: 5 the 


Suvidur of all men, eſpecially of thoſe that believe, 1 Tim. iv. 
10. becauſe there is Salvation by him provided, and from him 
to be had for all men; though many of them by their negle# 


and wnbelief do not aftually partake of this ſalvation,” but on- 


ly thoſe who believe. 


is tiled the Lamb of G O D, which taketh away the fin of the 


world, John i. 29. and is ſaid to be the. propitiation for the fins. 


| of the whole world. 1 John ii. 2. not becauſe the ſin of the world 
is adtually or completely taken away by him, or that it is or muſt 
needs be pardoned, and all the fad fruits and conſequences 


thereof done away; but becauſe he hath done and ſuffered. 


that which hath a glorious efficacy and tendency in it towards 


5 ſuch a taking of it away : ſo that if it be not actually taten 


| away the cauſe is ſomewhere elſe to be ſought and found, 


_ viz, in the ſinners themſelves, and not in him. 
ſenſe allo, he is ſaid to be the propitiation for the fins of 
the whole world ; not becauſe the fins of the whole world are 
8 actuallʒ or in the event propitiated or atoned by him; but be- 
Cauſe of the propitiatory efficacy of bis Faerie, held forth 
to the whole world; fo that if any man's fin remains unprepi- 
_ ziated or e da it is through his own voluntary neglect : 
of this Sacrifice, and not from any defect therein, or in- 
tention on G O D's part that his fin ſhould not be atoned or _ 
| pardoned thereby, as well as any other man's ſin. ; 


& 


as the pardon 6 


In this : 


And there is this plain reaſon to be given why ſuch ee 7 
F fin and ſalvation are aſeribed to GOD and 


CHRIST, whether the ſaid Hels be ever aftually pro- 

dauuced or not; becauſe they do as much, and altogether the 
ſame (however till a ſinner embraces the goſpel- call) when _ 

theſe e are not produced, as when they are; and the 


cauſe of the non- production of theſe efec?s is not in them, 


but in men, who will not act according to the abilities 
GOD, through CHRIST, hath given them, and accord- 
ing to the r duty : 


and there is no reaſon that GOD and 


0 11 RIS T ſhould be deprived of the honour of doing what 


on their part was /rffrcient, becauſe men by their 
vent theſe happy effec?s taking place. 


ſloth pre- 
The bounty. and gene- 
refity of the king, which made a marriage for his ſon, and 


made great proviſion for the entertainent of the invited 
ye, was never the tefs remæ table and honourable, becauſe 


| thoſe 


In the ſame conſtruction CHRIST 


$a (51 ) 


thoſe who were bidde would not come, but made 1 ght 5 To: 
and ated with great contempt ; which ſhewed their baſe. 


neſs, but was no juſt reflection on the honour and kind in- 


= tentions of the king towards them : this parable, Matt. xxii. 


2, &c. (and the like in Luke xiv, 16, &c.) ſets forth the 
rich proviſion and free invitation of the Goſpel, which is the 
very fame for them who do not accept the invitation as fon ! 
them who do, and ſo enjoy the glorious * which the Fs 


1 others light to their own eternal rum. 


There is no reaſon, I fay, that GOD ſhould loſe the 

1 7 zar of his love, wiſdom and power, exerciſed with ſuch 0 
ſufficiency, and real defire for the happineſs of all men; or 

that the worthineſs of CHRIST ſhould /in, in our efitem, . 

becauſe men do not attend NAW, but criminally neglect N 


the ſame. 


GOD and CHRIST will-be kor ever glorified in and 
by them that are ſaved by free grace, which they, by the 
_ power given to them, are enabled to lay hold of; which a7 
of theirs, though neceſſary on their part, the praiſe thereof 
| js to be referred to GOD and CHRIST, from whom 
the grace and power is derived; not to themſelves, who, as 
guilty criminals, receive a pardm from their King and 
Judge; by whom alſo they are on the moſt favourable 
terms, not only pardoned, but alſo brought to happineſs. As 
for thoſe who at laſt periſh eternal! 7 the honour of the love, 
worthineſi of CHRIST, 105 
will be conſpicuous in the everlaſting deſtruction of thoſe who 5 
have deſpiſed the ſame : ſo that in each reſpect, both in them 
t bat are ſaved, and in them that periſh, the honour of GOD, 


' wiſdom and power of GOD, and : 


and the worthineſs of CHRIS K. will ſhine forth gloriouſiy 


in the view of men and Angels, in ſaving by rich grace 
thoſe who are ſaved; and in the everlaſting deflruftion of 
thoſe who have lighted and rejected that grace whereby 
others are, and they themſelves alſo might have been made haps 
| fy. Read and conſider 2 Cor. It, 5. 16. Iraiah xlix. 3, 4 995 


5. Numb. xiv. 21, 22, 23. 


Thus I have largely ſhewed the wer of the Authors : 
| epinions; and that the aſſertions he condemns are fo far from 
being blaſphemy, as he ſays, or any way refle2ing on the wiſ- | 
dn, love and power of GOD, or on the worthineſs of 
CHRIST, that they are not only true, but alſo, in the 


moſt evident manner, comport' with, and illuſtriouſiy [et 


forth the  glortous excellencies both of the FATHER and che 
SON, in the redemption of mankind; which on different ſen- 
timents are very much darkened and incumbred. And 


3 having 


6 
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(052 5 
having been ſo large and particular in what I age moſt | 


material, I ſhall ſtudy brevity in what remains. 


IV, As to the 4th deſcription of the LO RD's . 


S they who differ from the Author in ſome things, agree with 
him in theſe, that they who are ju/tified. by faith in 
CHRIST, and ſanctified by the holy Spirit, are the 
LORD's people and portion: the Scripture he quotes, Rom. 
viii. 29, 30. hath been already explained; but the * calling 
y ſpecial grace, is a phraſe and ſeems to include an Idea 
not found in Scripture : Jude, ver. 3. ſpeaks of the common 
| ſalvation; and St Paul to Titus 5g The grace of GOD 
that bringeth Salvation hath appeared to all men. 1 agree 
with the Author that the (real) * dofrines of grace are no li- 
| © centious docirines; they lay a foundation for holineſs, and 
| (when duly attended to) Heclualh produce it; but I do not 
think that /me of the Author's doctrines are of this kind and 
tendency : the believing that the greateſt part of mankind are 
excluded the redemption that is inCHRI 8 T, affords but 
_ a ſlender, very precarious foundation for every or any parti- 
_ cular perſon to hope for or concern themſelves about their 
ſalvation; to ſeek the kingdom of GOD and his righteouſneſs, 
to labour for the meat that endureth to everlaſling life; to re- 
pent and be converted: for as pious John Bunyan expreſſes = 
| himſelf, being under the ſame miſtake, as near as I remem- 
ber, in theſe words. By this I evidently ſaw, that unleſs 
© GODof his infinite mercy had choſen mein CHRIST, 
© before the foundation of the world, to be a veſſel of mer- 
cy, though I ſhould long, and labour, and ſtrive till my 
6 heart did break, no good could come of it.“ And this 


ſenti ment of a particular redemption, with that of irreſiſtible 


grace, lays a ſtrong temptation on a perſon entangled with 
theſe errors to fit ſtill, as being aſſured if they are eleded 
GOD will, in his due time, find them out; and if they 

are not elected, all their endeavours will be to no purpoſe. 

Ir is the do&trine of univerſal redemption that only miniſters 

a ſure foundation, and gives an unqusſtionable enccuragement 
to all, and to every particular, to mind and ſcek after the 
_ things that belong to their eternal peace: however, notwith- _ 
ſtanding the diſcouragement and ſnares which ſuch miſtakes laß 
in the way, eſpecially at firſt ſetting out, it muſt be acknow- 


ledged, and I ſincerely congratulate my erring Brethren upon 
it, that there are among them perſons of real piety; and the 


Author I oppoſe in this work, I judge, of the fame happy 
Charadler, who, by the force of | lome better principles, 5 


and 


FR.) 


bY particularly this, that without holineſs no man ſhall ſee 
the LORD, are preſerved from the bad conſequences of 
their errors; but it is to be feared that many precious ſouls 
=_T receive. great, yea, TI damage thereby. 


II. The Author conſiders . is included in the 


* * LORD's progle being called his portion. It Includes, | 


« ſt, His early love to them——it 8 in eter⸗ 
- oY nity.” I believe, as well as the Author, that the Love of 
GOD to his people is like himſelf, eternal and immutable ; 
but I ſuppoſe that he means a certain ſelect number of perſons 8 
choſen out of mankind by the mere will of GOD; and I © 
GOD, believe in him, mod —_— 
_ uprightly with him, according to the light they have, I 
| have already explained myſelf, as to the riſe of the Love of 
GOD in men, and believe, with the Author, that in his 


mean thoſe that know 


Love GOD is always beforehand with his people, yea, 


and with all men alſo: however, it may be uſeful to GOD's 
people to attend to ſuch Scriptures as theſe: Pal. viii. 
1. I love them that love me; and the words of our LORD 
b bis diſciples, John xv. 9, 10. As the Father hath loved me, 
fo have I loved you continue yein my love. 7 ye keep. my com p 
 mandments, ye ſhall abide in my love; even as I have has my „ 


5 Father s en. and abide in bis love. 


a It includes that delight, lacs and Su 


faction, that GOD takes in his church and people, &c. 


Very right: the ee of GOD, underſtood as 1 before 


5 explained. 


[= zaly. 0 GOD'%s people SY called his portion, 3 : 1 
mis right and propriety in them, &c.“ Very right alſo, as 
dien before. And what the Author 2755 as to the | 
bpperſons, giſts, graces, and ſubſtance of the ſaints, is very 

material, and worthy ſerious coolideration, and their con- 


Rant pradtice. 1 8 


- 4thly, 6 Their bela termed GOD's inheritance, hee 1 
the vaſt expence, coſt and labour he has been at, in or- 
der to manure, cultivate and enrich this his portion and 
© inheritance.' What he lays about the church having 
* coſt the LORD much care,” is, for the moſt part, right; 


but what he ſays © of a ſpecial care exerciſed over G O D's 
Choſen, even before their converſion,” I humbly judge is 
not proved * the texts he quotes, viz, 2 Tim. i. 9. and 

E 3 Jude 
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ver. 1. That! in Timothy, I think, muſt be underſtood of 
that ſpiritual and eternal ſalvation to which they were called 
by the Goſpel ; that being ſaved, is mentioned before calling, 
is no argument for the Author's wr no more than the 
Evangeliſt Mark's words, chap. i. 4. John did baptize in 
the wilderneſs, and preach the bagels of repentance for the re- 
"miſſion of fins, proves that he baptized before he preached : 
Baptiſm, indeed, is firſt ſpoken of, and then the method he 
took to bring perſons to it: ſo the Apo/tle firſt ſpeaks of the 
| happy ſtate of ſalvation which believers are in, and then of 
the means whereby they were brought into it, viz. by the Goſ- 
| pel call, And Jude, in uſing the words . preſerved in 
FESUS CHRIST, as well as, and before the word 
called, may refer to their being Lept from thoſe groſs cor- 
ruptions he ſpeaks cf in his Epy/tle; he alfa uſeth the words 
ſanctifed by GO D the Father, as well as preſerved in FE- 
SUS CHRIST, before the word called; but 1 ſuppoſe 
the Author doth not think they were ſandiified before called: 
as to the © miraculous preſervation of the natural lives of 
many, till they were poſſeſſed of a ſpiritual life; this 
doth not come up to the point it is brought to ſupport, Vie, 
- © a ſpecial care exerciſed over GOD's choſen,” in his ſenſe; 
| becauſe as miraculous preſervations (if we may uſe the term) 
| Have been graciouſly afforded to others, who yet have not 
been poſlefled of a ſpiritual life all their days, fo far as bath | 
appeared: and it is no ſtrange thing for G OD to exerciſe 
the riches of his goodneſs, and forbearance, and long. ſuffering 55 
towards them who deſpiſe the ſame, and, after their hardneſs 
and impenitent heart, treaſure up to themſelves wrath againſt _ 
the day of wrath. Rom. H. 445. 
I gs is freely acknowledged that GOD's unden ſtand in : 
| need of his gracious aſſiftance to preſerve them (by the uſe 
of their careful endeavours) from the malice of Satan and 


the world; but it is not ſafe to underſtand GOD's promiſes ” 
of preſervation in any other way; neither do well-diipoſed 


| perſons deſire or expect to be ſo preſerved ; but by their own 
care and watchfulneſs, concurring with the divine help. As 
to the phraſe of being © preferved by an omnipotent hand,” 


I queſtion whether it is ſeriptute language, or Agteeapic : 
Re thereto. 8 


He ſays, that much expence, infinite Ry of 7 

1 and love, have been laid out upon the church of 
Mi GOD, in order to make it rich and fruitful ;'-——much to 
be admired! and fo alſo is the ſame wiſdom, . and good- 


neſs exerciſed toward th: wicked, who deſpiſe the fame, and 
ſo hnally periſh. Ro | 
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He ſays, much labour hath been exerciſed on the chareh © 
alſo; read at your leiſure Iſa. v. the firſt part of that chap- 
ter; but this citation, though it ſhews how much GOD 
did for his vineyard, his ancient people; yet it doth not ſuit 
the Author's ſenſe, that GOD's people are elected, fo as 
without fail, or certhinly to be faved; for this ſame people 

were di Obedient, and threatened wich ruin: this doth not 
agree with ſuch a decree of election. 5 
What the Author ſays of GO D's s labvuring i in his 
© Church by his Word, Miniſters, Ordinances, Providences 


and Spirit,” is for the moſt part true: I only except againſt 


underſtanding the working of the Spirit to be irreſitille, for | 5 
reaſons before offered, and becauſe ſuch a manner of opera- | 
tion is deſtitute of Scripture-proof. 


J am now come to the laſt thing the luer mentions, in . 


which he obſeryes,. 


3 What 0 Bs LORD's has are, "IO hes | 
| both with reſpect to themſelves, and with reſpe& to him.“ 
lere own' myſelf at a Joſs to take in the Author's mean- 
ing, or to make what he ſays on each reſpect, and elſe- 


where, quite conſiſtent; if it ariſes from my own ſhort- 


Hightedneſs, or my not being uſed to ſuch ways of ſpeaking, 


or from any real obſcurity or perplexity in his handling = 


ſubjects, which may miſlead me, I hope for the Author's pare : 
I don; ; for I would not willingly miſtake him. 1 


* What a portion he fays the LORD' 3 are, N 


- with reſpect to themſelves, under the two firſt particulars, 


viz, a very poor and beggarly portion,” and“ a mean and 
_ © worthleſs portion,” I ſuppoſe refers to their ſtate before 
converſion: if fo, and the LORD's people, as his ele, 
are the objects of his © eternal and immutable love, a love 
of delight and complacency,” as he elſewhere expreſſes it: 


this account of the matter is contrary to the nature and per- 
TY fection of GOD, and contrary to his word: He is of purer 


Y * than to behold pry and cannot look on maguity.. Hab. i. 13. 


e 15 angry with the wicked every day. Plal. vii. 11. yr | 


face is againſ them that do evil. i Pet. iii. 12. Wicked per- 


ſons, as ſuch, are under the ſentence of condemnation; the 


 unrighteous foall not inherit the kingdom of GOD. 1 Cor. vi. 
9. Surely then this account of the matter, as ſtated b 
himſelf, is an inſuperable objection againſt ſuch an eternal 
Perſonal election, as the Author ſo ſtrenuouſly contends for ; 
becauſe GOD alwoys hates the workers of i * 
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23. This general account of the ſtate of perſons before con- 
_ verſion is not altogether right; for they are not all ſo deſpe- 


rately wicked before converſion, as is here repreſented ; but 


by means of a pious. education, or other ſavourable occur- 


rences, many may, and do retain ſome good inclinations, 


though for want of duly cultivating them, they may prove 
too weak to work a thorough change, till happily ſome gra- 


3. The Author draws a very frightful picture of human = 


ature, I ſuppoſe, with this view, to magnify. the grace of 


_ GOD in correcting it; but there is no need of miſrepreſent- 
ing or exaggerating this caſe for this purpoſe: human nature 
is the work of G'O D, and as ſuch muſt neceſſarily be good; 
tho? generally and very often greatly defaced and corrupted 
5 oy men and women. See page 46 under the Fifth particular, 


The Apoſtle plainly ſpeaks of the Gentiles which haue not the 


(ritten) law, doing ly nature the things contained in the law, 
being a law unto themſelves, and ſhewing the work of the law 
 wwritten in their hearts, Rom, ii. 14, 15. Thus GOD 
teacheth men more than (he teacheth) the beaſts of the earth, 
and maketh them wiſer than (he maketh) the fowls of heaven. 


TT 
Prov. xx. 27. And experience ſhews, that Sobriety, Rigb- 
teon ſneſs, Goodneſs, and Pie, have an amiableneſs in them 
tending to raiſe in mens minds ſome ęſteem (at leaſt) for theſe 
virtues, even when men under the power of. their {u/fs are 
hindred from imitating what they ſecretly approve, and /ome- 
times acknowledge. tos, It is known that the preſence of a 


man, «niſorm}y goed often prevents the ſwearing, curſing, and 


| lewd diſcourſe of profane perſons: we have a remarkable in- 
ſtance in the ſacred records, of Herod, that he feared (or re- 
verenced) John, knowing that he was a jul man, and an ho- 
H, &c. Mark vi. 20. It appears that this Herod was a 
wicked man, overcome by his %s; yet the apparent good- 


1% of Jebn attrgRed bis efcem : which good diſpoſition, if 


it had been wilely attended to, and thoroughly purſued, had 
moſt probably wrought toward his reformation, or at leaſt 
prevented his putting to death a man acknawledged to be 


Tube admonitiens, as well as the pangs of conſcience, the 


 terrars of guilt, which at times attend wicked men, (I ſup- 


poſe all, till by long cuſtom they are hardened and paſt feel- 


ing) if duly hearkened to, would be of great uſe to them 3 


_ and 


1 
and are witneſſes of that good nature which GOD originally 
gives men (to his praiſe be it ſpoken) though not upon ſuch | 
terms, but that they may, in their ſtate of trial, ſadly deface, 
and greatly corrupt this pure original. WI as Beal 
It is much more agreeable to the primitive nature of man, 
to the wordof GOD, and to man's true intereſt, that he ſhould 
be ſtirred up to uſe his endeavours to bring forth into act his 
' dormant powers, to exerciſe them on. the knowledge of 


60 b and CHRIST; and his own tate; than to be con- 


do be vain and abſurd: tor why are all ! 


tinually told of his utter diſability, and total averſion, to that 

| which is truly or ſprritually good, which is a falſe (and I fear 

a fatal) miſrepreſentation of man's caſe; and renders the word 

of GOD in all its counſels, calls, 710% and threatnings, 
eſe 


if they have no poſſible power or will to entertain them for 
EEC 


2 4. The Autbor, in my judgment, miſtakes the meaning 
of theſe words of the Apoſtle, I hat ſocver is not of faith, is 
in. Rom. xiv. 23. and accordingly miſapplies them: the 


uſed with men, 


faith here ſpoken of, as it is oppoſed to the doubting of the = 1 


 lawfulneſs of eating certain meats, muſt be a per/waſion of 
the mind of the lawfulneſs of ſuch eating. See ver. 3, 4, 8. 


The ſenſe of the whole 23d verſe is to this purpoſe: And 1 1 | 


| whoſoever doubteth of the lawfulneſs of eating certain meats, 


is condemned in his own mind if he eateth of them; be- 


| cauſe he eateth not with a perſwaſjon of the lawfulneſs of 


ſuch eating, for whatſoever is done without a perſwaſion of 


.-. 


its lawfulneſs, is fin. Now though it is true that too many, 
to a lamentation, are deſtitute of faith, becauſe they don't 
duly uſe that nature and means which the GOD of nature 
| id grace gives them; yet it is alſo true, that the word of 
faith, or that word by the hearing whereof faith cometh, is 


' | high us in our day; fo that the unbelief of the men of this 


gage comes not from an incapacity, or the want of means, but 
from their neglect of the capacity and means they are privi- 


| Thirdly, The Author ſays, * They are a very trouble. 
_ © ſome and rebellious portion. As it was with 1/rael after 
© the fleſh; ſo it is with Iſrael after the ſpirit, O how 
much trouble (if I may be allowed the expreſhon) had 
© the LORD with the children of //ael, in their 523 IP 
© from Egypt to Canaan? It was ſo great, that the LORD 
* declares in this chapter wherein our text is, that he would 
mate the remembrance of them to ceaſe from among we: 0 
of 5 
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. 
© were it not that he feared the wrath of the enemy; and l:/f 
© their adverſaries ſhould ſay, Our hand is high, and the 
ORD hath not done all this. 26 and 27 verſes. And are 
we better than they? no, in no wiſe, We are as diſcon- 
_ © tented, as ſtubborn, and rebellious as they were. ift, 
© We are as 'diſcontented : if the LORD does not in- 
_ © dulge us with every thing our fooliſh fancies run after, 
© how apt are we, like Tra! of old, to open our mouths. 
© in a way of murmuring againſt the LORD? and if we 
do not directly lay the fault on GOD, yet, like them, 
© we quarrel with his ſervants, inſtruments and providences, 
far are we, for the moſt part, from ſaying with good old 
El, Ii is the LORD, let bim do what ſcemeth him good ? 
© 1 Sam. iti. 18. or with ſubmiſſive Fob, The LORD gave, 
and the LORD hath taken away, and bleſſed be the name 
0 -& the LORD. And are not we as. ſtubborn and rebel- 
© Hous as they were? they were ſtiff-necked, and uncir- 
_ © cumciſed in heart and ears; and are not we too much like 
them in this? O! how hard do we find it to deny our 
© own wills? and in every thing to ſay with our bleſſed 
_ © Maſter, Father, not my Will, but thine be done ? 
I have tranſcribed this whole paragraph, leſt any one, not 
having the diſcourſe by him, ſhould ſuſpet I wrong the 
I chink the Author muſt deſign all this for a deſcription of 
the church, as ſuch, or of converted perſons his manner of 
| ſpeaking through the whole, and the phraſe Iſrael after the 


think how much this picture differs from the original, ac- 
cording to his own account of the church in this very diſ- 

_ Eburſe! For doth all this de/ormity and iI-favouredneſs look 

like the beautiful, comely ſpouſe of CHRIST?” or can 

ws the ghrious © bridegroom take delight in ſuch a diſcontented, 

; ' © flubborn and rebellious deportment and behaviour of his 
© bride and ſpouſe? Or is ſuch a © murmuring againſt the 
LORD; quarreling with GOD, his ſervants, inftru- 
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all this, T fay, * che precious graces and works of the ſaints 3 


How ſuch glaring inconſiſtencies can be reconciled; or how 
bp i | things /o oppoſite to each other can be ſuppoſed, the one as 


1 well as the other, at the ſame time, to belong to or charac- 
=} teriſe the ſame perfons, the church of CHRIST, is be- 
. ö | _ .yond my comprehenſion, The Author can't well be under- 
. ſtood to ſpeak of the weakn/ſſes, inadvertencies, infirmities, 
1 FO the Ne, Which good men and women are liable to, and 

6 | „ 


and fo in effect quarrel with G0 D himſelf. O! how | 


*' ſpirit,” lead us fo to underſtand him: but it is ſurprizing to 


I ments and providences; being fubborn and rebellious ;' is 
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(59) | 
are overtaken in or by, at ſome times; for which, if not 
indulged or continued in, GO D, who knoweth our frame, g 

will not deal with them in ſeverity: for he ſpeaks of theſe | 
evil things as their ſettled conduct, or as frequently repeated 
by them, like the murmurings and rebellions of the children 
of Iſrael in the wilderneſs; and gives them the ſame bad 
names of * /fliff-necked and uncircumciſed in heart and ears, 
| which, both in the Old and New Teſtament, are given to " 
a a people almoſt ripe for deſtruction. And there is great rea- [1 
ſon to conclude, that GOD, who is no RY of perſons, | 
will exclude out of the future eternal reſt, all Goſpel-profeſſors | 
of ſuch a baſe character and condu#t, as he did exclude ſuch Þ 
like out of the earthly reſt; and as the Author to the Hee 
a brews argues and cautions, in the zd and 4th chapters. 
Whoever, on ſober examination, finds himſelf to be of 4 
5 this diſcontented, flubborn and rebellious diſpoſition, hart 
| great reaſon to queſtion his peculiar relation to GOD; for r {1 
obedience and ſubmiſſion to GOD, in faith, love, and humi- 31 
lity, are diſtinguiſhing characters of GO D's children; and 
ſuch perſons ought, with all ſpeed and care, to apply to the 
means the Grace of GO D hath provided, to deliver them 
fſtom ſuch a perverſe ſpirit and conduct, fo en of - 
8 5 their prefent.comfort and their future happineſd..” 1 
Ĩ᷑. doth not appear to be the deſign of GOD, in his gra- RE 
5  cious diſpenſation in CHRIST, to leave his people in 
ſuch a condition to complain of and groan under: no, the 
So ſpel, in all its rules, promiſes and aſſiſtances, leads to h 
 lineſs: The law of the ſpirit of life in CHRIST FESUS 
_ makes free from the law" of ſin and death. Rom. viii. 25 
And CHRIST gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem us 
rom all iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works. Tit. ii. 14. And as the Goſpel leads 17 
to, promotes and produces holineſs, ſo it alſo introduces a | 
| bleſſed, glorious and lively Hope; giveth the moſt pleaſing 
ſentiments of the divine | ; inſpire Peace, Comfort and 
Joy, far ſuperior to what we can enjoy any other way. _ 
From whence then is it that the people of GOD are 
| here repreſented ſo untrafable and wnruly? and as what 
muſt be the conſequence thereof, ſo uncomfortable And why 
are many religious perſons ſo frequently complaining of their — 
evil inclinations, hard-heartedneſs, and the like? Are theſe | 
things to the honour of GOD and the REDEEMER? 
Will perſons be hereby encouraged to embrace the Goſpel, 
when the Prefeſſors thereof are ſo little, if at all, bettered 
thereby, according to this account? How doth the ſaving 
Power of the Goſpel appear, if it hath no better effefts? Or 


how 
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how can 'Chriſtians comfort one. another by the ſame comfort 
_ wherewith they themſelves are comforted of GOD? Or tri- 
umph as more than conquerors (over all oppoltions and dif- 
ficulties) through him that loved them? 
It is highly needful for the people of GOD, as the 
mot eminent among them, to be truly humble under a ſenſe 
of their infirmities and failings ;: but to be ſpeaking of them 
| ſelves, or faithful brethren, as if they were the vile of men, 
either ſavours of a falſe humility, or proceeds from ſome miſ- 
taten conceptions, or from ſome cauſe not quite pure and good; 
however, not from the — from the _ * : 
DJ = people of GOD. Nr 
I think the Author bn! in m the 26th and | 
Bo 27th verſes of Deut. xxxii. relate to. © the children of ſrae! 
nin their journey from Egypt to Canaan;' for that rebellious 


2% generation were, at the time of ſpeaking theſe words, all 


dead, and their children then near the time of entering the 
land of Canaan: the words, therefore, by way of prophe- 
cy, relate to ſome future provocation & 0 D's people would 
1 guilty of. eee eee 
Wat the Author fon, under this 3 particular, that they 


2 (GOD's people) © are an unprofitable portion, and all that : 


follows relating to it, is unexceptionable found dodtrme, 
The Author then conſiders 5 what ee che n RD' 5 
people are in reſt to him.“ ; 


tt, $ A cds ad, Pike tg ae This is e - 
1 though not agreeing u ith their character before given, as 


| already obſerved; and their beauty and richet are from 


GOD and CHRIST: but though I fully believe all 
this, and that the r7:ghteouſneſs of the people of GOD, 
viz. their pardon and acceptance with him, and all their bleſs- 
ings, are through the LORD JESUS, yet I queſtion the 
pPropriety of the phraſe, being cloathed Sos the righteouſ- 
_ neſs of E H RIS T, uſed here and elſewhere by the Author, 
as don't find it in the Scripture, and as it may, in his mean- 


1 ing, include more than I can aſſent to. That text, Ezek. 


xvi. 14. though a juſt deſcription of the happy and excellent 


ſtate of the then people of GOD, and may very well illuſtrate 


or ſet forth the bleſſings, the beauty and riches of the Goſpel | 
7 Church; yet will not agree to a people abſolutely elected to 

eternal happinels; for it follows in the next, the 15th verſe, 
But thou didſi truft in thine own beauty, and playedſi the bar- 
lot becauſe of thy renown, and ſo on in a great part of the 

chapter; their deſperate revolt from G OD is complained 
of, ; and their ſevere PRO threatned, W 

3 ꝛ2dly, He 


661 5 


5 2dly; He ſays * the ſaints are to the LORD a precious 


and delightful portion.“ This, 3 as aforeſaid, not ve- 
ry conſiſtent with ſome part of their former deſcription, hath 


been acknowledged to be very right; and what is ſaid of the 
© preciouſneſs of their 2 and works, in the fight of 


« GOD through CHRIST, I fully aſſent to the truth of. 


zaly, He ſays, as they are a precious portion, ſo they are 
a portion that the LORD will not part with upon any 
terms.“ It is agreed, that the LORD will never part with 
thoſe that abide in him, and therefore he preſſeth on his diſ- 
ciples the duty and neceſſity thereof, John xv. from the be- 


ginning to ver. 11. (as doth his beloved diſciple, 1 John ii. 


from ver. 24. to the end) and ſays, ver. 6. Fa man abide 
not in me, he is caſt forth as a branch, and is withered ; and men 
gather them, and caſt them into the fire, and they are burned. 
Our LORD's prayer for Peter, that his faith might not fail, 
and his promiſe to his ſheep, who hear his voice and follow 
hin, I give unto them eternal life, and they ſhall never periſh, 
neither ſhall any pluck them out of my hand, are gracious aſ= 
ſurances which may be depended on, of the tender regard 
of the ever-loving Saviour to his people, in a time of great 
temptation and danger, and that he is very ready to preſerve 
them; and that he will, notwithſtanding all oppoſition, put 


and preſerve them that perſevere to the end in poſſeſſion of 
eternal life. It may be noted, that it was in one particular 
inſtance, and not for the whole of his life, that our LORD 
ſays to Peter, I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not. 
| Now if an abſolute decree had paſſed in this caſe, Peter's 
faith had not failed though our LORD had not thus prayed 
for him; but our LOR D's praying for him ſhews that his 
interceſſion on this account was needful, and is therefore ra- 


ther an argument againſt ſuch a decre. 


lh have ſaid, page 54, it is not ſafe to underſtand the pro- 
miſes of GOD to preſerve his people in any other way, but 
as their endeavours concur with his help: in agreement 
with which ſextiment the Apoſtle exhorts the Philipptans 

10 work out their own ſalvation with fear and trembling, from 

this encouraging conſideration, For it is GOD which worketh 


in you both to will and to do of his gad pleaſure, I ſhall now 


add two things: the firſt is, That for GOD to promiſe ab- 

| folutely and certainly to preſerve his people in faith and holi- 
neſs unto life eternal; and yet in the moſt ſerious manner 
to exhort them to watchfulneſs, care and diligence, and to 


warn them againſt ſloth and criminal indulgencies, as abſo- 
 lutely neceſſary to their ſafety; and inforcing theſe exhorta- 
VVV tions 
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tons and cautions with the moſt dreadful threatnings : I 
— fay, that a promiſe of GOD to preſerve his people with 
the utmoſt certainty unto life eternal; and an mndiſpenſable 
neceſſity laid on them to care and diligence, that they come 
not ſhort of this eternal life, thus promiſed, are in their na- 
ture and tendency inconſiſtent with each other: therefore, 
ſince the latter is certainly required, namely, the Believers 
conſtant diligence ; the former, that GOD hath promiſed 
them with the atme certainty 'to preſerve them ſafe to eter- 
nal happineſs, is a miſtake. It is ſufficient for the ſatisfac- 
tion of all pious, well-diſpoſed perſons, that if they are not 
baſely wanting on their part, they may depend on the ſuc- 
cour and protect ion of GOD, to preſerve and eftabliſh them 
to the day of CHRIST. The ſecond thing is, that the 
| Scriptures plainly ſpeak of the faith of true Believers, as 
what may fail, to their ruin. I ſhall mention only two in- 
ſtead of more. In 1 Tim, i. 19. Paul ſpeaks thus to Timo- 
thy, Holding faith and a good conſcience; which ſome having 
put away, concerning faith, have made ſhipwrack, Heb. x. 
38, 39. Naw the juſt ſhall live by faith, but if he draw back 
ſſo it is properly rendered, the words any man are not in the 
original, but put in by the tranſlators, which rather darken 
* than clear the ſenſe) but if HE (the juſt man who lives by 
faith) draw back, my ſoul ſhall have no pleaſure in him; but 
we are not of them who draw back unto perdition, but of them _ 
that believe, to the ſaving of the ſoul: Theſe words are 
ſo plain they need no comment; and ſhew us that Believers 
© may poſlibly ſo depart from, or let go their {> as to loſe 
that peculiar intergſt in CHRIST which is by faith: Thus 
| the prophet told king Aſa and his people. 2 Chron. xv. 1, 2. 
1184 De LORD is-with you, while you be with him; and if ye 
Want ſeek bin, he will le found of you; but if ye forſake him, he will 
Pirate you, And fo king David tells his ſon Salomon, 1 


Ws Chron. xxviii.g. VF thou ſeek him, he will be found of thee ; 
LE ww thiu forſake him, he will cat thee off for ever. 
mT - The inſtance of Nabeth, brought in by way of compari- 
mrs fon, proves nothing in the caſe: and that text, Mal. ii. 6. 
„ which faith, he LORD ha teth putting away, is the trea- 


cC.herous putting away their wives, which ſome of the people 

 . practiſed, to the offending GOD; this can be nothing 

to the purpoſe, except we draw a parallel, which can only 
be juſtly done after this manner; that as the LORD hates 
mens unjuſt or cauſeleſi putting away their wives, fo he will 
not put au ay bis ſpouſe, or any member of his Church, with- 
out a juſt cauſe ; he will not part with, but nouriſh and 

cheriſh his cha/te ſpouſe ; but as he allows a divorce in _ 

8 „ 
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of fornication, ſo if his ſpouſe be guilty of ſo great anfuithfusl- 
neſs as is, in a ſpiritual ſenſe, called fornication in the Serip- 


ture, ſhe is, as ſuch, under the ſentence of divorce or ſepa- 
ration from CHRIS T; and fo it is with every particular 
member of the Churcc n.... wy | 
L.aſtly, What the Author ſays, the LORD's people | 
© are in reſpe to him a happy portion,” and what he ſays 
ol their happineſs, is all true; and, beyond all poſhble de- 
| ſcription or conception, to the great encouragement of their RP 
faith and conſtancy who are really the LORD's people. | 
4M The remarks with which he cloſes his diſcourſe are, — 


ft, What an happineſs is it to be poſſeſſed of real grace! 
ii is this only can evidence our relation to GOD, and 
© ourtitle to glory,” Very true; to be poſſeſſed of a thank= | 
ful ſenſe of the grace of GOD, to continue in and bring {4 
forth the fruits thereof, is our great happineſs. He goes on, | 
What will all thoſe great things we have been ſpeaking  ' 
© of avail any one of us, unleſs we have ſome ground to hope | 
d that we are the call:dof G OD according to his purpoſe ?? 
This way of reaſoning it quite conſiſtent with my princi- 


ples; but. on the Author's principles, in fair conſtruction, 1? 
Comes to this, viz. * What an happineſs is ir to be of hat 
number whom G OD hath abſolutely choſen out of ma- 


Lind; for they only are, or can be poſſeſſed of real grace.” 
They only have, or can have an intereſt in the great, 
t things we have been ſpeaking of, as none but ſuch © are 
| © the called of G OD according to his purpoſe. The u- 
thr adds, Ol] let us examine our ſtate and condition faith-, 
fully: it is a matter of the greateſt importance. If any 
bo you ſhould live and die without real grace, you are un- 
done to all eternity” Very moving expreſſions! and very 
good and neceſſary advice to go along with ſuch ſentiments as 
I hold and plead for; as ſuch examination, by the help and 
Bing of GOD, may diſcover to a perſon what is amiſs | 
or wanting, and put him in the way of amendment and 
happineſs, or confirm him therein: but the moſt Faithful ex- 
 aemination cannot, taking in the Author's ſentiments, alter a 
a a perſon's condition, or be any way conducive to his Hp? 
neſs; for it cannot bring any one within the ſuppoſed decree 
of GOD's ab/alute, unconditional elettion : and if a perſon is 
not included in this decree, whatever endeavours he or ſhe 
may uſe, they muſt * live and die without real grace, and be 
c i, 7 
O! how fadly inconſiſtent are the Author's avowed Senti- 
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CHRIST, from the principles of faith, love and thantful- 


ſes, 


(% ) 


, ments with the bet and moſt neceſſary advice and exhortation: : 


to men, and even with thoſe he himſelf gives! I wiſh it may 
be ſeriouſly conſidered; for the Author's Sentiments, not cor- 
reſponding with ſuch neceſſary advice, and with mens greate/t 


intereſt, gives a great and juſt ſuſpicion that they are not 
the real genuine truth, rr © 
What he adds, Remember this; if CHRIST bein 


© you the body is dead; the old man hath received a mor- 


| © tal wound; you are dead to fin, dead to the law, as a 


© covenant of works, and alive unto GO D through] E- 


_«< SUS CHRIST. You live upon CHRIST, and © 
you live to CHRIST,” though very ju/! and neceſſary, can 
ſignify nothing to ſuch as are not of that determinate num- 
ber whom GOD is ſuppoſed to fix upon, and theſe only, to 
to bring to holineſs and eternal happineſs ; the reſt, and they 


are the greateſt part (to uſe his own words), being left 


belpleſs, and without power, as to their preparing themſelves 

for, or any poſſibility of their enjoying future happineſs. © 

It appears by the Author's pathetic addreſs to his audi- 

tors in this part of the application of his diſcourſe, that he 

_ concludes that no perſon hath a well-grounded * evidence 

of his relation to G O D, and of his title to glory, without 

1 real grace;' or in other terms, except the old man be 

© mortified,” except he be © dead to fin, and alive unto _ 

_ © GOD through JESUS CHRIST;' and live © 
CHRIST, as well as upon CHRIST, and as he 
eelſewhere expreſſes it in the words of Scripture, * that 
© without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the LO R D;“ and there- 


fore he earneſtly recommends ſelf- examination, to ſee whe- 


ther theſe things be in us, as without which we have not 
2 ſufficient © ground to hope that we are the called of 


* GOD according to his purpoſe.” As this is the Author's 


| Concluſion, there is a perfect agreement herein between 

himſelf and me: and if he be ſuppoſed to ſpeak the ſenſe of 

his brethren alſo, then, however diftering their ſentiments 

be in ſome particulars from mine and others, yet we all 
think alike in thoſe things which are eſſential to ſalvation. 
And why then are any of us blamed for inſiſting on the 

neceſſity of a holy conformity to the will of G OD, in or- 
der to the enjoyment of his favour and future happineſs, 
fince none of us believe that our obedience is the deſerving 


cauſe of theſe bleſſings? GOD is the fountain of all good 


and happineſs, but he is holy alſo; and therefore beftows _ 
his ſpecial favour and eternal life on thoſe only who have 


A ſincere obedience to GOD and 


their fruit unto holineſs, 


nes, 
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meſs, is abſolutely neceſſary to the enjoyment of the drains 


| fawour, and future happineſs, put it in what terms you pleaſe, 


whether that of condition, qualification, or preparation, I ſay, 


call it by what name you will, this obedience is abſolutely 
neceſſary, and appears to be thought ſo by all of us ; why 


- then ſhould we reproach one another in this matter, when 


we- hold the ſame doctrine, and ſpeak the fame nate ob 


or after the ſame manner, to our * 


The 2d remark i is, How vain and a are ll at- 0 5 


« tempts that are made againſt the church and people of 
© GOD? all the powers of earth and hell combined toge- 
ther, can never deſtroy the leaſt believer in JESUS 


CHRIST, &c.* To this I ſhall ſay no more than the 
reader may find already ſaid: and whereas he ſays, The 


church is built on ſuch an impregnable rock that the gates 
of hell can never prevail againſt it.” This, I believe, as 


to the church in general, though there may be a defection 
of ſome particular perſons; and that death itſelf, and the 
grave, called in Scripture the gates of Hades, ſometimes, 2 
as in this place, tranſlated Hell, ſhall not hinder the future 5 
eternal happineſs of GO 's faithful people. = . 
What he ſays in the 3d remark, How faely may hs. 
© believer in CHRIST reft himſelf and all his con- 
| © cernsin the hand of the LORD? and what he adds, 
is, ina qualified ſenſe, as I have already explained, greatly T 


5 to the ſupport and comfort of every ſincere believer. 


I have thus gone through with the work I intended, and 5 
| hope i it is, as I propoſed it ſnould be, a SOBER, as well 
as FREE EXAMINATION, which, if read and at- 


tended to in the ſame manner, * My the gag 0 


5 G OD, be of ſome de. AMEN. 


HE END. © 
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